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 When Jeri Matheney picked up her 
phone recently there was a lilt in her 
voice; the Appalachian Power exec 
sounded light hearted and amused. 
Why? The stock market was dipping, our 
nation’s financial rating had been down-
graded and, well, it was just plain hot 
outside. What was her secret?  

 Matheney had just returned from 
Charleston’s brand new Westside Ele-
mentary School where she had read 
aloud to a class of preschoolers. She 

Appalachian Power supports Read Aloud 

Author Jan Brett coming to Beckley 
      Beloved children’s author Jan Brett is 
coming to West Virginia for the very first 
time! She will be at The Youth Museum of 
Southern West Virginia in Beckley Nov.  9 
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. for a presentation 
and signing of her newest book, Home for 
Christmas. 

  The museum is currently hosting a ma-
jor exhibit of Brett’s work. It will run 

through the end 
of December. Kids 
of all ages are 
flocking to  experi-
ence  the show 
titled The World of 
Jan Brett. The in-
teractive exhibit 
includes original 
artwork, hands on 
adventures and 
themed readings 

that “invite visitors to travel the globe and 
become part of their favorite books,” ac-
cording to Museum Coordinator Leslie 
Gray Baker. 

  “Virtually every public library or ele-
mentary school library in the country has 
at least one of Brett’s books on their 
shelves. Her popularity among preschool 
and elementary school youngsters, their 
teachers and parents is unmatched so 
when the Youth Museum got the opportu-
nity to host an exhibit based on her work 
we couldn’t pass it up,” Baker said in a 
press release.               

   The exhibit was organized by the Osh-
kosh Public Museum in Oshkosh, Wiscon-
sin, in partnership with Brett. 

   The Youth Museum is located in New 
River Park. Cost is $5 per person. Children 
ages 3 and under are free.  Call (304) 252-
3730 for more information. 
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wowed them with two of her personal fa-
vorites, Piggy Pie by Margie Palatini and 
Joshua Disobeys written and illustrated by 
Dennis Vollmer when he was six  years  
old.  Matheney  is  one  of  more than a 
dozen Read Aloud-trained Appalachian 
Power employees who read at the year-
round school. The company is a Partner in 
Education there as well as a major sup-
porter of Read Aloud West Virginia. 

 “AEP is an active part of the communi-
ties that we serve. We have partnerships 
with many schools in our service area. This 
is good for our communities and  good        

(Continued on page 7) 

Jan Brett 
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It occurred to me recently that 
those of us who are interested in rais-
ing readers could take instruction 
from one of America’s favorite  pas-
times -- baseball. Almost anyone who 
has watched a baseball game has 
heard “chatter” on the field and in 
the dugout. This chatter energizes 
the team, focuses the players on the 
task at hand and creates camaraderie 
among team members on and off the 
field. 
        You are receiving this newsletter 
because you are part of the Read 
Aloud team. Perhaps you are a volun-
teer, a donor or an interested parent 
or grandparent. Whatever your role, 
you have an interest in seeing chil-
dren associate reading with pleasure 
rather than drudgery, and you want 
them to be lifetime, not just class-
time, readers.  

 I am going to ask you to help us 
to continue the “chatter” of  Read 
Aloud. How? Here are a few 
ways.          
        1. Share this newsletter. In this 
issue alone you will find stories from 
volunteers in Morgan, Kanawha, 
Roane, Preston and Pocahontas 
counties about programs designed to 
encourage interest in reading. Per-
haps they will provide the inspiration 
for others to duplicate around the 
state. Other stories announce the 
exciting upcoming Raleigh County 
visit of noted children’s author Jan 
Brett (Page 1.)        

  2. Help us spread the word to 
educators. There IS time during  the 
school day to allow children to read 

for pleasure or to invite volunteers 
into the classroom to serve as live 
commercials for reading. In years 
past, many teachers felt the highly 
structured instructional day left no 
time for either activity. The WV De-
partment of Education has recently 
adopted a policy to give teachers 
greater flexibility in planning the 
school day (Page 3.) 
      3. Ask the children and teenagers 
you encounter each day what they 
are reading. Don’t you think it is odd 
that we often ask a child about their 
favorite sport or team but rarely ask 
about their favorite book or author? 
Why should we be surprised that stu-
dent interest in sports often sur-
passes interest in reading?  
      4. Let others know about good 
read alouds in your life. We are al-
ways looking for good titles to en-
joy. Share information about the 
books that have been important in 
your life or books you think are espe-
cially suitable for reading aloud in the 
classroom. Terri McDougal shares 
one such title, Close to Famous. 

Trying one or more of these sug-
gestions will increase the chatter 
about reading in West Virginia. As 
that discussion grows, expect student 
interest in reading to increase. Every-
one who cares about the education 
of West Virginia’s children can be 
part of this team. Begin spreading the 
word today.  

               By Mary Kay Bond 

     Reviewed by Terri McDougal 
       
 Foster McFee has problems, big 
problems. Foster, who recently 
graduated from the sixth grade, is 
forced to flee her 
Memphis home 
with her mother 
in the middle of 
the night to es-
cape her mother’s 
abusive boyfriend, 
who makes his 
living as an Elvis 
impersonator. After driving through 
the night with no clear destination, 
Foster and her mother arrive in 
Culpepper, West Virginia. 
      As Foster and her mother settle 
into the community, the story un-
folds to reveal that Foster’s father 
was killed while serving in the mili-
tary in Iraq, that Foster can’t read, 
and that she is afraid to let any of 
her new friends know this. Despite 
the seriousness of these topics, 
Foster’s story is one of hope and 
acceptance. She has a love of bak-
ing and is quite talented at it. She 
has hopes and dreams to parlay 
this talent into her chosen career 
and has already undertaken steps 
to begin this process, displaying 
admirable business and marketing 
skills. 
      Joan Bauer’s Close to Famous is 
a terrific read aloud choice for fifth 
through eighth grade students, 
some of whom may also be strug-
gling with an inability to read. With 
a sure touch, Bauer skillfully 
weaves a story of a young girl who 
doesn’t allow her problems to de-
fine her into an amazing story of 
hope and courage. 
  Terri McDougal is head of Chil-
dren’s Services for the Kanawha County 
Public Library and long-time Read 
Aloud West Virginia board member. 

Okay, team...chatter up! 

Close to Famous   
by Joan Bauer 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-kMmQG76CtSM/Ti-E1C1nwQI/AAAAAAAAABE/SUoBdv7YyQ8/s1600/close-to-famous.jpg
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               By Dawn Miller 

                       
      The state's 90-minute block of 
mandated reading instruction in ele-
mentary and middle schools is kaput. 
State Board of Education members 
repealed it June 9. 
      They did so at the urging of state 
Superintendent Jorea Marple -- who, 
incidentally, recommended the board 
adopt the policy in 2005. 
 Back then, Marple thought requir-
ing 90 minutes of uninterrupted read-
ing instruction would make bet-
ter readers. It would ensure 
valuable practice time on this 
all-important skill every day. It 
would give teachers time to 
help struggling individuals. 
      It didn't work, at least not 
uniformly. Some principals and 
county superintendents inter-
preted the rule so narrowly 
that only direct, teacher-talking 
types of instruction were al-
lowed. Too many classes got 90 
minutes of drills, effective and 
important activities in the right 
amount, but mind-numbing in 
excess. 
      Marple never dreamed that a 
requirement intended to em-
phasize reading would be used to pro-
hibit children from reading in school. 
Or that an elementary teacher would 
feel forced to hide from her principal 
the book she was enjoying with stu-
dents. Or that Read Aloud volunteers 
would find themselves unwelcome in 
some schools. 
      Now, principals and teachers are 
freer to arrange their own schedules 
to suit their students' needs. Teachers 
will have an updated list of skills that 
students are required to master in 
each subject in each grade, called the 
"Next Generation Content Standards." 
That's what students will be tested on. 
      "Now, the instructions are, 'Here 

are the content standards. Teach that. 
If you want to do reading for 30 min-
utes today and all day tomorrow, go 
ahead,'" Marple said. 
 Marple and the state Board of Edu-
cation are trying to bust reading out of 
reading class. The 90-minute rule 
made some educators feel too re-
stricted. It also contributed to the fal-
lacy that reading instruction, practice 
and improvement happens only in 
reading class. 
      "We, and I put me in that category, 

forgot to realize that when students 
are learning science and social studies 
and the arts, they are learning read-
ing," she said. If the only people fo-
cused on reading are reading teachers, 
that's a problem. 
      "There is power in understanding 
that learning is continuous," Marple 
said. "You learn something new, then 
you adjust. This policy may not be per-
fect, either." If not, she said, they'll 
change it. 
      In school, she wants teachers of all 
subjects to share books they love with 
students and to ask students what 
they are reading. Out of school, she 
wants everyone else to do the same 

thing. 
      "You can't get children to love, to 
really love reading and learning unless 
you model it," she said. 
 She and school board members are 
trying to practice what they preach. 
After musicians from Horace Mann 
Middle School performed for the 
board during its May meeting, the 
board gave students a copy of "The 
Children of Willesden Lane" by Mona 
Golabek and Lee Cohen, a memoir of a 
14-year-old aspiring pianist who flees 

the Nazis to England with thou-
sands of other Jewish children. 
      On high school visits, Mar-
ple greets students at the door 
in the morning and asks them 
"What did you read last 
night?" 

 "They look at me like I'm 
crazy," she said. 
      To counter the crazy, the 
state Department of Education 
and partners have launched 
the "ReadWV" campaign. 
Among other things, it asks 

"What are you reading, West 
Virginia?" There are videos of 
actors John Corbett and Sam 
Trammell and Teacher of the 
Year Drema McNeal online. 

      "ReadWV is about getting the mes-
sage out to everyone, so the doctor's 
office asks patients, 'What are you 
reading?'" She plans to invite anyone 
who will help -- parents, of course, but 
also DHHR workers, ministers, news-
paper editors, anyone. 
      "There is a direct correlation be-
tween how much you read and how 
smart you are." 

 
 
    Dawn Miller is chairwoman of Read 

Aloud West Virginia and editorial page 
editor of The Charleston Gazette. This 
commentary was reprinted with permis-
sion.  

Schools drop rule that thwarted reading 

 Librarians across West Virginia, including Judy Polak, 
Children’s Services Coordinator at Kanawha County Pub-
lic Library, are delighted that reading aloud is now en-
couraged in public schools. Will they see an increase in 
classroom read alouds? “We really hope so,”  Polak said. 
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 1.   Mothman: The Unsolved Mys-
tery by Lisa Wade McCormick. Witnesses in 

Point Pleasant describe a red-eyed, winged 
monster. Ages 9-12. 

 2.  Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor.  A 

boy befriends a mistreated beagle pup in 
Friendly,  near Sistersville. Ages 8-12. 

 3. No Star Nights by Anna Egan 

Smucker. The author recalls growing up in 
Weirton,  among  the steel mills and smoky 
skies. Ages 4-8. 

 4.  Rocks in My Pockets by Marc 

Harshman and Bonnie Collins. A family lives on 
a wind swept, hillside farm. Marc Harshman 
lives in Wheeling. Ages 4-8. 

 5. The Star Fisher by Laurence Yep. 

Joan and  her family start a new life in 1927 
Clarksburg  as the only Chinese family in town. 
Ages 9-14. 

 6. Venola the Vegetarian by Cheryl 

Ware. Venola deals with a sixth sibling and the 
illness of an elderly friend in her hometown of 
Belington. Ages 8-12. 

 7. When the Whistle Blows by Fran 

Cannon Slayton. Jimmy Cannon’s life unfolds 

through stories set each Halloween starting in 
1943 in Rowlesburg. Ages 9-12. 

 8. Just in Time, Abraham Lincoln 
by Patricia Polacco. Two boys visit a Civil War 
museum in Harpers Ferry and are transported 
back in time. Ages 4-8. 

 9. Finding Family by Tonya Bolden. A 

collection of real antique photos inspires a tale 
of an African-American family in 1905 Charles-
ton. Ages 8-12. 

 10. More Than Anything Else by 

Marie Bradby. Booker T. Washington lives and 
toils with his family in Malden’s salt works. 
Ages 4-8. 

 11. Golden Delicious: A Cinderella 
Apple Story by Anna Egan Smucker.  

Anderson Mullins finds a delicious new variety 
of apple growing on his hillside in Clay County 
in 1914. Ages 4-8. 

 12. Passing the Music Down by 

Sarah Sullivan. Young fiddler Jake Krack and 
his family move to Calhoun County to learn 
from old-time musician Melvin Wine. They  
play at gatherings in Charleston, Clifftop, Glen-
ville and Elkins. Ages 4-8. 
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   Books set along the routes we travel every day have a natu-

ral connection to us. Young readers can feel this excitement, even if they 
can't yet put it into words.  And getting excited about reading is what Read 
Aloud is all about. So, we've compiled a starter list of stories set in West 
Virginia to help you read your way across the Mountain State. 
      You'll find books for every age and books to read together as a family. 

Map by Adam Patnoe, Read Aloud board member 
Text by Terri McDougal, board member and  children’s librarian 
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 13. The Boys Start the War by Phyllis Rey-

nolds Naylor. Four brothers feud with their new 
neighbors, three sisters, in this town based on Buckhan-
non.     Ages 9-12 

 14. Rocket Boys by Homer Hickham. A NASA 

engineer recalls his start in Coalwood, building rockets 
with buddies and forming the Big Creek Missile Agency. 

 15. Missing May by Cynthia Rylant. Summer 

goes on a journey with her aunt and uncle to live in  
Deep Water, Fayette County and later travels through 
Charleston to Putnam County. Ages 9-12.          

  
 

 
  
 16. From Miss Ida’s Porch by Sandra Belton.  

African-American neighbors share their recollections of 
Marian Anderson and Duke Ellington on a porch like 
those found in the author’s hometown of Beckley.  
Ages 7-10. 
      A note about ages: The ages listed are intended 
as approximate guides to books that children would 
read themselves. Children can understand and enjoy 
books read aloud that they are not yet able to read on 
their own. In fact, listening to stories for slightly older 
readers helps to advance a child’s own reading ability. 
And, of course, stories that appear on the surface to be 
for young readers can hold deeper meaning for older 
children, parents or grandparents, especially when they 
are shared with the whole family. 
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      Community non-profits often have 
“drives” to help fill a void that their 
agency is facing. There are food 
drives, clothing drives, back-to-school 
backpack drives and baby supply 
drives. This year Preston County’s 
Tunnelton Denver Elementary Title I 
School Volunteers decided the school 
needed a book drive. 
      The goal was 300 books. That 
would refresh classroom libraries as 
well as offer stu-
dents the oppor-
tunity to build 
their own home 
libraries, we 
thought. A media 
campaign in-
cluded commu-
nity fliers, news-
paper articles, 
listings on the TV 
station commu-
nity pages, post-
ings on the Pre-
ston County 
Schools web page 
and a radio inter-
view to build ex-
citement and 
awareness. 
      Charice Peddi-
cord from the 
United Summit 
Center was the first to volunteer 
books at the Preston County Family 
Resource Networking meet-
ing. Several boxes of books were do-
nated from that contact. Tamara Daw-
son saw a newspaper article and con-
tacted volunteers to pick up several 
more boxes of books. Tamara grew up 
in Preston County and has recently 
returned to the area. Dr. Ruby de la 
Mata donated several books for boys 
as well as a skeleton that went to an-

other school. Carol Hamblen, who is 
an active tutor with Literacy Volun-
teers, heard the call and donated two 
boxes of books. Various community 
members dropped off books at the 
school. The recorder for the town of 
Tunnelton called to see how to donate 
books. Retired nurse Mary Heironimus 
of Morgantown networked with her 
family to secure books for the 
drive. The outpouring of books was 

wonderful. There 
were so many 
books in the foyer 
of the school at 
one point that 
the principal 
started to worry 
about the fire 
marshal! 
      The 300-piece 
book drive turned 
into a 1,500-piece 
windfall. Books 
were placed on 
tables in a hall-
way. Students 
and teachers be-
gan the selection 
process until the 
tables were bare! 
      This was a 
great drive for 
the school. If you 

have your own book drive, make sure 
you have access to a truck to pick up 
all the books! 

 Susie Huggins is  a teacher at West 
Preston; she served as Read Aloud Coordi-
nator for Preston County for the 2010-11 
school year.   

 Patty Biggins is Parent Volunteer Coor-
dinator for Tunnelton Denver Elementary.  

  
 Tunnelton Denver Elementary 
School does not have a central-
ized library for everyone’s 
use. Space at the school is prime.  
 Each classroom teacher has a 
miniature library in his or her 
room. In general, teachers have 
purchased the majority of books 
in their respective libraries.  
 The school is located in a rural 
area with limited access to either 
the Kingwood Public Library or 
the Taylor County Public Library. 
Transportation to either one can 
be a problem for many families. 
This book drive answered many 
needs. 

 

 

      Bridge, Bridgeview and Dunbar 
Primary elementary schools have 
been selected for Read Aloud Ka-
nawha County’s Food For Thought 
Program this September. This pro-
gram provides enough books for 
each child to purchase one new book 
paying only $1 for a soft cover vol-
ume or $2 for a hard cover. 
      “We provide a wide range of ti-
tles and reading levels,” said Ilene 
Beckett, long-time coordinator of the 
program. “Our goal is to stimulate a 
child’s love for reading by providing 
the opportunity to take ownership in 
a book at such a good price. 
 “We know that  book ownership, 
along with reading aloud to children, 
helps encourage kids to become life-
time readers. 
       “Grant money from various foun-
dations supports this program. Vol-
unteers from local clubs and teach-
ers from the Kanawha County  Asso-
ciation of Retired School Employees 
work with each school to set up the 
book displays and assist students in 
purchasing a book on their reading 
level,” she explained. 

Food  For Thought  
inspires kids to be 
life-long readers 

Preston elementary tries book drive; 
300-volume effort nets 1,500 books 

By Susie Huggins and Patty Biggins 

 
The best students           

 enjoy reading, and 
they read for pleasure.  
  

To raise a lifetime reader 
help your child fall in love with 
reading just like you help 
them fall in love with a sport, 
food or hobby. Introduce 
them to it early and make the 
experience enjoyable. 
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 On one of the last days of the 
school year Reedy Elementary School’s 
second, third, and fourth graders hus-
tled into Mrs. Hall’s fourth grade class-
room to quickly find a seat. Using web 
cameras and Skype at promptly 12:30, 
students dialed to begin traveling 
across the USA via the computer. On 
the opposite coast in California, it was 
9:30 in the morning and author Mar-
sha Diane Arnold clicked on the phone 
icon as the computerized phone ring 
sounded in her home. Students were 
thrilled to see a split screen come into 
view as they said hello to Ms. Arnold 
while at the same time being able to 
watch themselves! 
      Thanks to Roane County Schools’ 
Technology Integration Specialist (TIS)
Tina Riley and the Read Aloud WV 
Roane chapter, Reedy Elementary 
School students were able to spend  
twenty minutes talking with Arnold. 
After a quick discussion of the differ-
ence in the weather in both places (it 
was sunny in West Virginia) and a view 
of the rain in  Arnold’s back yard, the 
group moved on to the reasons she 
became a writer. Arnold shared her 
“idea file,” where “jumbles of scribbles 
and scraps (napkins, envelopes, and 
check deposit slips to name a few) 
live.” She explained how to capture 
ideas while encouraging students to 
begin their own idea files.  
      Arnold spent another part of their 
visit showing the process of creating a 
book by demonstrating how a story 
and it’s illustrations evolve from those 
jumbles of scribbles and scraps. She 
emphasized the rewriting process, 
showing samples of her own rewrites 
and explained illustration changes 
from early sketches to the final pic-
ture. It certainly gave the students 
something to think about as they were 
finally able to stand and one by one 
ask their questions of Arnold. From 

 Roane students Skype with Author Marsha Arnold 

“Why did you decide to become an 
author?” to “Where did you get the 
idea to write the book Roar of the 
Snore?” to “How many children do 
you have?” Reedy Elementary stu-
dents spent the last ten minutes shar-
ing with the author.  

      The “Skype An Author Network” 
virtual tour between Reedy Elemen-
tary School and  Arnold was used as a 
pilot with the hopes to bring it to the 
other three county elementary 
schools this year.   

 

         AEP 
     (Cont. from page 1) 

 for our companies,” she explained.  
“Education is critical, and Read 

Aloud is a valuable early learning 
tool,” Matheney said.  Matheney has 
served on the Read Aloud board as a 
grant writer and officer, including 
president.  

AEP hosts Read to Me Day annually 
in November and supports math and 
science education in upper grade lev-

els. The company generously prints 
this newsletter, as well. 

And as for the preschoolers at 
Westside? They are wonderful, 
Matheney said. In her third week of 
reading to them she noted a real re-
duction in kids poking their neighbors 
and fidgeting. 

“After having the experiences of a 
virtual visit with an author and having 
authors visit our school, the discussion 
and interaction between the author 
and the students whether in person or 
on a screen is so very much the 
same.  Once students understand how 
the technology works (and we all 
know how quickly they are able to 
adapt,) they’re more than happy to 
carry on the conversation as if the au-
thor is right there in the room with 

them,” said Roane Read Aloud Coordi-
nator Meg Goffreda.  

“Skyping is so simple. All the direc-
tions are right there on the Skype An 
Author website. Roane County Schools 
is so fortunate to have the many tal-
ents of our TIS, Tina Riley. We would 
never have been one of the first 
school systems in the state of West 
Virginia to use the Skype An Author 
(Skypeanauthor.wetpaint.com).” 

Roane Coordinator Goffreda endorses Skype 

 Summer Shelton (left) 
and Donna Campbell look 
through Read Aloud Direc-
tor Mary Kay Bond’s collec-
tion of great read aloud 
books after their Read Aloud 
orientation at AEP. Enthusi-
astic words like “I love this 
book” and “I remember 
when I read this to…” are 
often heard after an orien-
tation. 

            By Margaret Goffreda 

AEP’s Read To Me Day  
slated for Nov. 17 
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             Preston Read Aloud is going wild 
It’s all over free West Virginia Wildlife Magazine 

 By Susie Huggins 
      

 Many rural homes have no print me-
dia in the home to encourage students 
to read for pleasure. Ruby Payne, author 
of Understanding Poverty, reports that 
impoverished families facing eviction 
can move out of their rental homes in 
less than three hours. This happens 
more than once a year. When families 
move frequently they often leave their 
books behind because they are too 
heavy. For various reasons, there are 
just some homes that have no books, 
newspapers, magazines or any sort of 
text in the home to demonstrate or sup-
port literacy. 

  Common knowledge and research 
support the fact that parents who read 
have children who read. When parents 
read, there are generally literacy sup-
plies in the home. In homes without 
readers or in impoverished homes these 
supplies are often absent. One way to 
address the lack of reading materials in 
the home is The West Virginia Wildlife 
Magazine.  

This is a quarterly publication of the 
state Division of Natural Re-
sources. Written near the fifth-grade 
level, the magazine is very colorful and 
has several departments of interest. 
These include: field trips, wildlife diver-
sity notebook, backyard naturalist, sense 
of wonder, mountain state flora and the 
wild almanac. The magazine covers 
much of West Virginia—great for new-
comers to the Mountain State or those 
taking a state history class. At least one 
segment of the magazine will catch the 
eye of any curious mind. The sense of 
wonder section has an activity with ob-
jectives and a lesson plan which make 
for a great family night activity or incor-
porate into a school lesson plan. 
      Here is the best part of the West Vir-
ginia Wildlife Magazine: It is FREE!  Here 

are my ideas for getting this into the 
hands of our students: 
¶ Families can sign up to have the 

magazine del ivered at 
home. Imagine the thrill when a 
child gets mail!  

¶ By request teachers can have 
multiple copies of the magazine 
delivered to their respective 
schools.   

¶ As a Read Aloud volunteer you 
can request magazines and use 
them in the classroom for a liter-
acy project.  

¶ You can help the community 
learn about this great free re-
source and show folks how to 
sign up. At the beginning of the 
school year you might want to 

have a drive to sign up families 
for the magazine by giving them 
a sample.  

¶ You can request a free subscrip-
tion by writing to WV Wildlife 
Magazine, Elkins Operation Cen-
ter, PO Box 67, Elkins, WV 
26241. You can also sign up at 
wvdnr.gov.   
My goal is to have every house-

hold in Preston County as a sub-
scriber to West Virginia Wildlife 
Magazine.  What’s your goal?      
 
 Susie Huggins is  a teacher at West Pre-
ston; she served as Read Aloud Coordinator 
for Preston County for the 2010-11 school 
year.   

  

 Morgan County’s Starting Points 
Family Resource Center is launching 
Bonding With Books, a program that 
encourages reading aloud to 
strengthen ties between young chil-
dren and their parents. 
 It is for families with children ages 
birth through five years. It provides 
parents with age appropriate books 
and information about the benefits 
of reading with children.  
 Read Aloud Director Mary Kay 
Bond is working with Starting Points, 
providing High Five magazines, 
books, posters, bookmarks and other  
support.   
 Starting Points believes that a 
healthy and successful life for a child 
begins with the family and that there 
is no better place than home to initi-
ate a love of books. 
 Doodlebugs Day Care Center and 

the Starting Points Playgroup have 
joined the effort.  Also, community 
members  have been eager to lend a 
hand. Mildred Sharp has donated 
about 40 handmade miniature tote 
bags to the cause.  
 “This is an exciting step for Start-
ing Points and for Read Aloud. We 
know the value of reading aloud to 
children beginning at birth. This pro-
gram has the ability to get kids 
started on the path of life-long read-
ing and learning. 
 “We hope this demonstrates that 
reading aloud is an essential compo-
nent of teaching literacy. I would 
very much like to see Morgan County 
schools launch a Read Aloud pro-
gram to inspire all of their students,” 
Bond said.  
  The organization may be reached 
at admin@starting-points.org. 

Morgan County launches  
Bonding With Books 

http://www.wvdnr.gov/
http://www.wvdnr.gov/
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Donor support  
fuels growth    

 
 The number of Read Aloud West 
Virginia chapters has multiplied by 
five in the last four years, growing 
from four to 20!  With the help of the 
Read Aloud team—our donors, read-
ers and YOU—Read Aloud has had 
the opportunity to excite an ever 
growing number of children about 
reading. 
  Please help us continue to grow 
and motivate children to become life-
long readers and learners by continu-
ing your support. Our statewide or-
ganization will launch its Annual Fund 
in September, providing supporters 
with information and a book mark 
outlining the reasons Read Aloud ex-
ists, our programs and ways adults 
can help children fall in love with 
reading. Donors also may give by go-
ing to ReadAloudWestVirginia.com. 
Gifts are tax deductible.  
      Read Aloud has been awarded tax 
credits from the West Virginia 
Neighborhood Investment Program 
and are available to individuals who 
contribute $500 or more. Please note 

that the number of credits is limited 
so donors may want to make  dona-
tions early.   

 

   Read Aloud reaches more kids 
as chapters increase from 4 to 20 

   

   A gift for  Read Aloud West Virginia 

Name______________________________________________________________ 

 
Address ____________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip ______________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail address  ____________________________   Telephone ___________ 
I would like to give $50  ____  $100   ____  $250  ____ $500  ____  $1,000__ other 

  
      Please make check payable to Read Aloud West Virginia, P.O. Box 1784,  
Charleston, WV 25326-1784 or visit us on line at ReadAloudWestVirginia.org to make a 
secure payment using PayPal. 
                                  

 

We Give Books  
offers lessons  

in reading, giving  
 

New online program offers free 
books to children in need    

  

By Amy Wentz Berner 
       
 Penguin Group and the Pearson 
Foundation have recently partnered 
together to launch We Give Books, a 
program that will put books in the 
hands of children who need them. 
When you read books online, the pro-
gram will donate books to children in 
need. 
  We Give Books is free and easy to 
use. Log onto www.wegivebooks.org, 
and start by choosing one of the 
seven designated literacy organiza-
tions that your online reading will 
support. Next, choose a title from the 
large selection of great children’s 
books and start reading online with 
the child in your life. Each time you 
read a book online, a brand new book 
will be shared with a child in need. 
 The program has many additional 
benefits. We Give Books not only 
strives to help you “share the power 
and pleasure of reading,” it hopes to 
“teach children about helping others 
at the same time.” When the cam-
paign reaches its donation goal, you 
and your child reading partner will 
receive a personalized email thanking 
you for your effort. The website also 
offers ways to share the program by 
forming reading groups, taking part in 
community read-a-thons or organiz-
ing your own giving drives. 

 
Amy Berner is a writer, teacher and 

contributor to this newsletter. 

 The reading level required to suc-
ceed (manage your job, your home, 
your own health) is higher than ever. 
 West Virginia students are not 
keeping up.  
 West Virginia’s boys are lagging 
behind. The gap between our girls 
and boys is the highest in the nation. 

What Read Aloud 
West Virginia is doing 

 We provide trained volunteers 
who serve as live “commercials” for 
reading. 
 We offer book and magazine dis-
tribution programs to give students 
access to printed materials. 
 We provide teachers with materi-
als to raise student interest in read-
ing. 

We motivate parents and other 
caring adults to read aloud to chil-
dren at home and help create a cli-
mate of literacy. 

Facts about reading  
in the Mountain State 
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  -Ù ÓÏÎȭÓ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÅÄ ÈÉÍ ÔÏ ÌÏÖÅ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ 
By Lana Plume 
 
      After spending many years 

volunteering at our elementary 
school, you come to know the 
many wonderful things teachers 
do. You see the ways in which 
they can touch a child’s life. 
Every once in a while you come 
across a teacher that makes you 
stand in awe. She is a teacher 
who draws her students in and 
engages them. She finds new 
and imaginative ways to stir her 
students. I’m very thankful that 
my son was privileged to have 
such a teacher this year. This is 
our story. 

      No matter how hard I tried I 
could not get my son to read. He 
loved to be read to as a child but didn’t 
want to pick a book up on his own. This 
concerned and saddened me because he 
would be going into middle school this next 
year, and I knew the importance of reading.  

Mrs. Tiffany Forman was an answer to 
my prayers. Her passion for books and love 
of reading transcended to my son. She 
made the books come alive as she read to 
her class, and he would come home each 
day telling me what happened next in the 
book they were reading.  

 Every Friday she would turn the lights 
out in her classroom and let the kids spread 
out on the floor in beanbags or wherever 

they wanted and use book lights to read. 
This was very exciting for them. My son 
began to look forward to this time of the 
week.  

 She gave her class a challenge to read 
a certain number of books from different 
genres throughout the year. My son met 
this challenge head-on. We began to visit 
bookstores together, picking out new 
books and looking forward to a new ad-
venture. You cannot put a price on this 
great gift. 

      My hope is more teachers will be 
inspired by this great teacher, that they 

will take on this challenge to in-
spire their students. Let your pas-
sion for books and reading come 
through to your students. If you 
don’t have this passion I encour-
age you to find it. When is the 
last time you sat down with a 
good book and lost yourself in it?              
      Mrs. Forman, with her love of 
teaching and willingness to go 
over and beyond for her stu-
dents, made a difference in my 
son’s life. I feel he will have 
greater success because of this 
seed she has planted. When I 
hear the number of eighth grade 
students not reading on a profi-

cient level, it disturbs me. Our chil-
dren need to be read to, not only at 
home but also in their schools. The 

Read Aloud program is an extremely im-
portant part of our schools.  We need 
teachers, parents, and volunteers plant-

ing this seed…the love of reading.  Let’s 

show our children that they don’t need to 
sit in front of a television to be enter-
tained. 

  
 Lana Plume is Parent Volunteer Coordina-

tor for Kingwood Elementary School 

 

Lana Plume’s son was inspired to read by his teacher. 
Here he reads The Hittite Warrior by Joanne William-
son. Photo by Lana Plume 


