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Reading scores jump

Too many students did not make Ade-
gquate Yearly Progress, a requirement of
the No Child Left Behind Act, for two

North Jefferson principal
says Read Aloud part
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After two years of alarming dropsin x y 3¢ w2 K § A& 3J2Ay 3

both reading and math scores, students at They took a hard look at their situation,
North Jefferson Elementary School in

Kearneysville have made the most pro- 25 percent of students moved away from
dNbaa Ay UKS aoOK22{hORhodl dridbRoM® reaschd. € a
Mary Ann Jenkins. aLaG Aa
She credits its dy-

to try to teach
namic Read Aloud | Jerry West supports Read Aloud  .iigren who are
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program for part of running like

that success. GKIFGZ¢& WS
Today, the said. Instead,

school has trained they made a

readers in each of plan.

its 15 classrooms. Jenkins had

Readers are par-
ents, members of
the Coast Guard
and librarians from
the Shepherdstown
Library. Both stu-
dents and teachers
look forward to
weekly read aloud
sessions.

Two years ago,
Al sl ayQi
The Read Aloud

attended a princi-
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where Mary Kay
Bond, director of
Read Aloud West
Virginia, ex-
plained the im-
portance of Read
Aloud for chil-
dren and ways

West Virginia basketball great Jerry West read
5N h&aza@®S tt lf®Read . 2|dzqthe state Read
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Photo courtesy of Greg Harpold tion can support
program in Jeffer- schools. Jenkins

son County, which decided to make reading aloud a priority.
had been strong in the past, had dwindled.x § | 21 SR DA 3 A

As a school with enough leimcome stu-
dents to qualify for extra federal funding, tg come and train readers. She mandated
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See page 4.

North Jefferson always emphasized readhat every class would have a reader ever

ing instruction. Yet, scores were dropping. (Continued on pagé)

They could have made excuses. One year

I YRS
Read Aloud coordinator. She invited Bond
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for Read Aloud, they MAKE time

We publish a newsletter only fourhuman being? The memory lasts
times a year, so each time | feel like donger than the longest lasting bat-
child at Christmas wondering what
magic our editor Nikki Moses and hertions you read about in these pages
GSt @Sae oAff
tions with our volunteers, supporters waysyou can connect the children in
and students. You and she never disyour home and community to a good
appoint. book. Each time you do, the momen

As Nikki and | discussed this issugum builds and we make progress in
we both were in awe (yet again) of thehanging the literacy landscape of
generous nature of our volunteers anw/est Virginia.
supporters-- year round-- not just GLF¥ e2dz 41 1S OF
during the holidays. These are often things, the big things take care of
people wearing multiple hats. They 0 KSYa St @gSas¢ LQ@S
could justifiably state they are too
busy for one more thing, but they findabout literature, they become reader
-y 23 0KI G -Sthey ngaRelthe NahdH rigsigarch shows, grow up to be
time for Read Aloud. more involved (dare | say, connectec

They do so because, in the wordscitizens. A study published by the Na-
2F 2yS adlt gl NI dienal EndanBiéniidr the Art& fSudd | |
GKS aSONBGE¢ d ¢KS thatdifSlanlBaiers ake inor®Refy
with people, he said, and Read Aloudvolunteer, vote, contribute to charitie
is about connections. Indeed. Read and participate in community activi-
Aloud is about connecting a child or dies. Along the way, as you see on
class with a good book and inviting page one, the test scores improve.
them to connect to the world at large.  As a new year begins | hope you
On these pages you will see all the will find new and frequent opportuni-
connections being made throughout ties for connecting with the people
the state for that purpose. around you and, in particular, con-

We are in the midst of the holidaynecting students with books that open
season and just recently experiencedtheir hearts and minds.
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gift at the best price. What better gift
is there than connecting with another

tery. | hope that the stories of connec-
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Read Aloud. Once children get excited

Walmart Foundation
donates $10,000

to support
Read Aloud efforts

Read Aloud West Virginia was
one of five organizations nominated
by the Walmart Foundation to par-

clpatl FﬁAtﬁouat |ce Pro
rt and

Sam's Club voted online which or-

ganization would get $100,000.

Read Aloud did not win the big
prize, but Read Aloud volunteers are
grateful for a $10,000 donation
given to all nominees.

Bgt?tlons to Read Aloud sup-
port Various efforts that foster liter-
acy and lifelong reading habits. Gen-
erous donors help Read Aloud to put
books in the hands of children who
may not have easy access to books
in their homes and communities.
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volu reaé\ers an
support local Read Aloud groups in
their efforts.

awS|

g A

R 'f2dzR 2Sai

1) greatly appreciative of the gift from

almart Foundation to support
%f%d volunteers in helping
inia raise a state full of
NEIF RSNBEZ¢ &l AR 5ANE
Bond.
The West Virginia University
Foundation is winner of the

$100,000 donation.

We would like
to hear from you
Do you have ideas to make Read
oud(? r'> A good story to tell?
Uons or comments?
e'would love to hear from you.
Write us at Read Aloud West Vir-
ginia, PO Box 1784, Charleston, WV
25326 or email us at
readaloud@frontier.com.
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All of us suffer when kids
drop out of schoob Laura Bush

All children can succeed in school  She and her husband creats
if they have caring adults in their liveghe Bush Institute as part of the
former first lady Laura Bush told aboWRresident George W. Bush Pre;s
300 people at the Education Alliance'dential Center. One emphasis d
Annual Dinner and fundraiser. the institute is education reform

The Alliance promotes school andts efforts include training educs
business partnerships to improve  tion leaders, testing and sharing
academic achievement and career solutions for middle schools ang
readiness, influences education policpffering a "global report card" tg

ment and conducts demonstration "One trip, one reading les-

projects. son, one consoling touch, one
More than 1.3 million students  busy hour given over to someo

drop out of high school each year, butvho needs your help, those are

they make the decision to drop out things that quite literally make a Laura Bush recently addressed the West Virginia

much earlier, Mrs. Bush said. Studentifference," Mrs. Bush said. Education Alliance, saying we all have a responsi-

Lo . .. . bility to help with literacy.

who fall behind in reading, writing or Instead of giving Mrs. BUsh . pnto by chris Dorst, courtesy of The Charleston Gazette

math in the early grades are more  gift, the Education Alliance ar-

likely to drop out of high school than ranged table centerpieces of children's

students who do well. books. After the dinner, the Alliance "When | Was Young in the Mountains"
"All of us suffer from their disap- donated the books in honor of Mrs. by Cynthia Rylant, "Underwear" by

pearance from our economy and civiBush to Read Aloud West Virginia to Mary Elise Monsell, "We are in a

life," she said. "All of us are responsi-be distributed to students. Read AlouBook!" by Mo Willems and "Math

ble for doing something." received 400 copies of four titles: ~ Curse" by Jon Scieszka and Lane Smith.
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When the Today show tapped  velopment director, and a board of chapters in West Virginia, could and

Covenant House to be winner of its directors led by Jim Long, Covenant would reach children who need books.
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Virginians were gratified and thankfultune. They formalized a process groups that knew the needs in various

The Charlestofbased organization hashrough which agencies could apply counties, who knew the areas without

been caring for needy people since for things they needed. MaryKay | 00Saa (2 0221axé 5¢

Mpy Mm® 2 KF G (GKSe& mBandexedutivg girector obRead (K2 NJ , 2dzy3 alF AR® a2 S

agencies and programs across the Aloud, applied for books. She receivedl2 (12 LIS2LX S Ay LI | (

state, including Read Aloud West Vir-1,700. €20 2F NBaz2dzaNODSa b
ginia, would benefit from thiswindfal. ¢ CN2Y (G KS & il NIi 2B#nd sakl Réad AldiRdllyise dadl B >
The excitement peaked as Al it was our intent to share this largess®ooks as part of its book distribution

Roker and an NBC television crew arwith our community and in particular LINRE ANJ Y@ a! t 2y 3 A G
rived. They brought enough food andwith those areas in West Virginia thatkids, we know that book ownership is
supplies to fill two warehousesand | NBE OKNR Y A OF f f & dzKdy Slonderd N lelog?2 @S 1t
shined a national spotlight on Cove- nant House declared in its applicationmeaders. We also know that many

nant House, which provides housing,materials. They wanted to get goods school libraries lack enough books. We
food, emergency assistance and cou-r2 Of ASy & 6 A 0K (nfe HokBdNBWwaid B Sharing tBeSeR & A
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executive director, Loretta Young, deRead Aloud, with its network of 20

3



Jerry West, Homer Hickham read for SeussA-Paloosa

Basketball great Jerry West shall University coaches, state
and bestselling author Homer political leaders and gthe[s 5
Hickam have stepped up for the NB I RA Y Bredn Ggisiand
kids of West Virginia, reading Dr Ham The result was a moving,
{ SdmEX) GKS tflOSa 2dz0f f D2 funny,_mqtlva_tlonal video. (You
Their performances will premier, can still view it aReadAloud-
along with the readings of other WestVirginia.org
prominent West Virginians, in a SeussA-Paloosa is a fund
video airing at the March 15, and awareness raiser for the
2012 Seusé-Paloosa. statewide Read Aloud organi-

Henry Louis Gates Jr. is set to zation. Cindy Miller, board
tape in December, and others member, is chairwoman of the
are being recruited, according to g'tar‘gglnlﬁscuorzr:z:teae-m B;arjlc();r_s o
Read Aloud Director Mary Kay & ~ = G 1 e O o oL sule &) f
Bond. Igozrsiaa mlus?i(cgl lcj:ogrft?aptitlnn):nzdi E)ffpipz)e ar?szcl)ml(Ja m)\ $_’0r, %@& I F?(Mdfhg fh§ pae

This is the second Seuhs cal thin,gs to inspire kids to create their own sounds. The‘i%nue at its headquarters |n.
tf22&F ® [ | &0 &firstand only one of its kind, the BongZongler is aprodut,_@ha”es'[on for the event, which
featured West Virginia and Mar- ©f the West Virginia Symphony Orchestra. is March 15 from 5:30 to 7:30

Photo courtesy of the West Virginia Symphony Orchesfggm.
Sponsorships are available at

; ; ; the $1,000 level, the Dr. Seuss
SuIlegn reaclls‘Pass,l ng the |\/|U§IC~DAOV\£n __ Sponsarship: S50@N The
AO 2A1 AECE #1 O OUG Ot + BESE Aalessd ¢ AE
L L o ] Green Eggs and Har@ompa-
'OOf I AYSR OKA f RNbbgk@emed abnutiadd Mhaf sheNiasK  nies, friends and other support-
Sullivan was the featured speaker at a learned from her first book until now.  ers of Read Aloud may contact
kick2 FF S@Syi( {SLI o my{ kS KIS I/ KA R NBS3(60 Rédatl Alslzd dffiddrati(308)y & ¢
Museum of Southern West Virginia. Shprovide details that are not included in 3455212 for information on
read from her newest boolRassing the the text, and she talked about the roles becoming a sponsor.
Music Down 2F GNRGSNEI Aff dza ( NISEugshBalodsy/iRoeifghdldi 2 N
About 40 Raleigh County Read Alouceslie Baker, museum director. Eleven in conjunction with the West
board members were inspired by Sulli-elementary schools in Raleigh County + ANBAY Al {@YLK2ye
gy +a akKS dF 1 SR partiigatzin Réaéd Aloud, BakeK daitl. R B&uss QiCity National Bank Fam-

ily Series concert on March 17.
The symphony promises
GKEFEGFaagAaOég Fdzy | a
the great Dr. Seuss through mu-
sic, said Betty King, the sym-
LIK2yeQa @AO0S LINBa
tion.

An instrument petting zoo
and The Bongzongler, a fantasti-
cal Seussian instrument created
by the Education Department of
the symphony, will be featured,
as well. For more information
about the concert visitWestVir-

Attending the Raleigh County kioK event are (left to right) Pat Meadows, Judy Robinson, Ruth giniaSymphonyOrchestra.arg

Baker, Joyce Mills, Patty Parley, Sarah Sullivan, Pat Waddell and Wanda Simpkins.
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