
  

By Nikki Moses, editor 
After two years of alarming drops in 

both reading and math scores, students at 
North Jefferson Elementary School in 
Kearneysville have made the most pro-
ƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǎŀȅǎ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ 
Mary Ann Jenkins. 
She credits its dy-
namic Read Aloud 
program for part of 
that success. 
      Today, the 
school has trained 
readers in each of 
its 15 classrooms. 
Readers are par-
ents, members of 
the Coast Guard 
and librarians from 
the Shepherdstown 
Library. Both stu-
dents and teachers 
look forward to  
weekly read aloud 
sessions. 
      Two years ago, 
ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅΦ 
The Read Aloud 
program in Jeffer-
son County, which 
had been strong in the past, had dwindled. 
As a school with enough low-income stu-
dents to qualify for extra federal funding, 
North Jefferson always emphasized read-
ing instruction. Yet, scores were dropping. 
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Too many students did not make Ade-
quate Yearly Progress, a requirement of 
the No Child Left Behind Act, for two 
years. 
     ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǘŜŘΣέ WŜƴƪƛƴǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀ ¢ƛǘƭŜ м ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ ²Ŝ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ǊŜŀŘπ
ƛƴƎΦ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΚ ǿŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΦΩ έ 
      They took a hard look at their situation. 
They could have made excuses. One year 
25 percent of students moved away from 
the school for economic reasons. 

     άLǘ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ 
to try to teach 
children who are 
running like 
ǘƘŀǘΣέ WŜƴƪƛƴǎ 
said. Instead, 
they made a 
plan. 
     Jenkins had 
attended a princi-
ǇŀƭǎΩ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 
where Mary Kay 
Bond, director of 
Read Aloud West 
Virginia, ex-
plained the im-
portance of Read 
Aloud for chil-
dren and ways 
the state Read 
Aloud organiza-
tion can support 
schools. Jenkins 

decided to make reading aloud a priority. 
{ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ DƛƎƛ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 
Read Aloud coordinator. She invited Bond 
to come and train readers. She mandated 
that every class would have a reader every 

(Continued on page 6) 

Reading scores jump 

 
West Virginia basketball great Jerry West read 
5ǊΦ {ŜǳǎǎΩ hƘΣ ǘƘŜ tƭŀŎŜǎ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ DƻΗ  for Read 
!ƭƻǳŘ ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ {Ŝǳǎǎ-A-Paloosa. 
See page 4.            Photo courtesy of Greg Harpold 

North Jefferson principal 
says Read Aloud part         
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 Jerry West supports Read Aloud 
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We publish a newsletter only four 
times a year, so each time I feel like a 
child at Christmas wondering what 
magic our editor Nikki Moses and her 
άŜƭǾŜǎέ ǿƛƭƭ Ǉǳƭƭ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀπ
tions with our volunteers, supporters 
and students. You and she never dis-
appoint. 
      As Nikki and I discussed this issue, 
we both were in awe (yet again) of the 
generous nature of our volunteers and 
supporters -- year round -- not just 
during the holidays. These are often 
people wearing multiple hats. They 
could justifiably state they are too 
busy for one more thing, but they find 
-- ƴƻΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ -- they make the 
time for Read Aloud. 
      They do so because, in the words 
ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ǎǘŀƭǿŀǊǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊΣ άǘƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘέΦ ¢ƘŜ άǎŜŎǊŜǘέ ƛǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ 
with people, he said, and Read Aloud 
is about connections. Indeed. Read 
Aloud is about connecting a child or a 
class with a good book and inviting 
them to connect to the world at large.      
On these pages you will see all the 
connections being made throughout 
the state for that purpose. 
       We are in the midst of the holiday 
season and just recently experienced 
ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜƴȊȅ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά.ƭŀŎƪ CǊƛπ
Řŀȅέ ŀǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ 
gift at the best price. What better gift 
is there than connecting with another 

human being? The memory lasts 
longer than the longest lasting bat-
tery. I hope that the stories of connec-
tions you read about in these pages 
inspire and encourage you to seek the 
ways you can connect the children in 
your home and community to a good 
book. Each time you do, the momen-
tum builds and we make progress in 
changing the literacy landscape of 
West Virginia. 
       άLŦ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ 
things, the big things take care of 
ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΣέ LΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘΦ {ƻ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
Read Aloud. Once children get excited 
about literature, they become readers 
and, research shows, grow up to be 
more involved (dare I say, connected) 
citizens. A study published by the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts found 
that lifelong readers are more likely to 
volunteer, vote, contribute to charities 
and participate in community activi-
ties. Along the way, as you see on 
page one, the test scores improve. 
       As a new year begins I hope you 
will find new and frequent opportuni-
ties for connecting with the people 
around you and, in particular, con-
necting students with books that open 
their hearts and minds. 
 

                        By Mary Kay Bond 
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for Read Aloud, they MAKE time 

Walmart Foundation 
donates $10,000 

to support             
Read Aloud efforts 

       Read Aloud West Virginia was 
one of five organizations nominated 
by the Walmart Foundation to par-
ticipate in its Associate Choice Pro-
gram. Employees of Walmart and 
Sam's Club voted online which or-
ganization would get $100,000. 
       Read Aloud did not win the big 
prize, but Read Aloud volunteers are 
grateful for a $10,000 donation 
given to all nominees. 
       Donations to Read Aloud sup-
port various efforts that foster liter-
acy and lifelong reading habits. Gen-
erous donors help Read Aloud to put 
books in the hands of children who 
may not have easy access to books 
in their homes and communities. 
Donations also supply the staff and 
materials to support recruiting, 
training, placing and maintaining 
volunteer classroom readers and to 
support local Read Aloud groups in 
their efforts. 
       άwŜŀŘ !ƭƻǳŘ ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ƛǎ 
greatly appreciative of the gift from 
the Walmart Foundation to support 
our staff and volunteers in helping 
West Virginia raise a state full of 
ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ aŀǊȅ Yŀȅ 
Bond. 
 The West Virginia University 
Foundation is winner of the 
$100,000 donation. 

We would like  
to hear from you 

Do you have ideas to make Read 
Aloud better? A good story to tell? 
Questions or comments?  

We would love to hear from you. 
Write us at Read Aloud West Vir-
ginia, PO Box 1784, Charleston, WV 
25326 or e-mail us at 
readaloud@frontier.com. 
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       When the Today show tapped 
Covenant House to be winner of its 
ά[ŜƴŘ ŀ IŀƴŘέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ²Ŝǎǘ 
Virginians were gratified and thankful. 
The Charleston-based organization has 
been caring for needy people since 
мфумΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
agencies and programs across the 
state, including Read Aloud West Vir-
ginia, would benefit from this windfall. 
       The excitement peaked as Al 
Roker and an NBC television crew ar-
rived. They brought enough food and 
supplies to fill two warehouses and 
shined a national spotlight on Cove-
nant House, which provides housing, 
food, emergency assistance and coun-
ǎŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ǇƻƻǊΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
leadership of Melissa Dotty, then the 
executive director, Loretta Young, de-

velopment director, and a board of 
directors led by Jim Long, Covenant 
House decided to share its good for-
tune. They formalized a process 
through which agencies could apply 
for things they needed. Mary Kay 
Bond, executive director of Read 
Aloud, applied for books. She received 
1,700. 
       άCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΣ 
it was our intent to share this largesse 
with our community and in particular 
with those areas in West Virginia that 
ŀǊŜ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎŜǊǾŜŘΣέ /ƻǾŜπ
nant House declared in its application 
materials. They wanted to get goods 
ǘƻ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƴŜŜŘ άƛƴ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǎΣέ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ 
ŜŎƘƻƛƴƎ wƻƪŜǊΩǎ ǇƘǊŀǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƪƴŜǿ 
Read Aloud, with its network of 20 

chapters in West Virginia, could and 
would reach children who need books. 
       ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǘƻ 
groups that knew the needs in various 
counties, who knew the areas without 
ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪǎΣέ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 5ƛǊŜŎπ
ǘƻǊ ¸ƻǳƴƎ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ 
Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦέ 
       Bond said Read Aloud will use the 
books as part of its book distribution 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ά!ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƻǳŘ ǘƻ 
kids, we know that book ownership is 
a key element in creating lifelong 
readers. We also know that many 
school libraries lack enough books. We 
are looking forward to sharing these 
books with chapters in counties that 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ wŜŀŘ !ƭƻǳŘΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

       All children can succeed in school 
if they have caring adults in their lives, 
former first lady Laura Bush told about 
300 people at the Education Alliance's 
Annual Dinner and fundraiser. 
       The Alliance promotes school and 
business partnerships to improve 
academic achievement and career 
readiness, influences education policy 
through research and civic engage-
ment and conducts demonstration 
projects. 
       More than 1.3 million students 
drop out of high school each year, but 
they make the decision to drop out 
much earlier, Mrs. Bush said. Students 
who fall behind in reading, writing or 
math in the early grades are more 
likely to drop out of high school than 
students who do well. 
       "All of us suffer from their disap-
pearance from our economy and civic 
life," she said. "All of us are responsi-
ble for doing something." 

       She and her husband created 
the Bush Institute as part of the 
President George W. Bush Presi-
dential Center. One emphasis of 
the institute is education reform. 
Its efforts include training educa-
tion leaders, testing and sharing 
solutions for middle schools and 
offering a "global report card" to 
compare schools and districts. 
       "One trip, one reading les-
son, one consoling touch, one 
busy hour given over to someone 
who needs your help, those are 
things that quite literally make a 
difference," Mrs. Bush said. 
       Instead of giving Mrs. Bush a 
gift, the Education Alliance ar-
ranged table centerpieces of children's 
books. After the dinner, the Alliance 
donated the books in honor of Mrs. 
Bush to Read Aloud West Virginia to 
be distributed to students. Read Aloud 
received 400 copies of four titles: 

Laura Bush recently addressed the West Virginia 
Education Alliance, saying we all have a responsi-
bility to help with literacy.                                           
Photo by Chris Dorst, courtesy of The Charleston Gazette 

"When I Was Young in the Mountains" 
by Cynthia Rylant, "Underwear" by 
Mary Elise Monsell, "We are in a 
Book!" by Mo Willems and "Math 
Curse" by Jon Scieszka and Lane Smith. 

All of us suffer when kids  
drop out of schoolɂLaura Bush 

 #ÏÖÅÎÁÎÔ (ÏÕÓÅ ÓÈÁÒÅÓ ΫȟαΪΪ ÂÏÏËÓ ÆÒÏÍ Ȭ,ÅÎÄ Á (ÁÎÄȭ  
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      Basketball great Jerry West 
and best-selling author Homer 
Hickam have stepped up for the 
kids of West Virginia, reading Dr. 
{ŜǳǎǎΩ hƘΣ ǘƘŜ tƭŀŎŜǎ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ Dƻ. 
Their performances will premier, 
along with the readings of other 
prominent West Virginians, in a 
video airing at the March 15, 
2012 Seuss-A-Paloosa. 
      Henry Louis Gates Jr. is set to 
tape in December, and others 
are being recruited, according to 
Read Aloud Director Mary Kay 
Bond. 
      This is the second Seuss-A-
tŀƭƻƻǎŀΦ [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǾƛŘŜƻ 
featured West Virginia and Mar-

Attending the Raleigh County kick-off event are (left to right) Pat Meadows, Judy Robinson, Ruth 
Baker, Joyce Mills, Patty Parley, Sarah Sullivan, Pat Waddell and Wanda Simpkins. 
                                                                          tƘƻǘƻ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ 

      !ŎŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ {ŀǊŀƘ 
Sullivan was the featured speaker at a 
kick-ƻŦŦ ŜǾŜƴǘ {ŜǇǘΦ му ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Museum of Southern West Virginia. She 
read from her newest book, Passing the 
Music Down. 
      About 40 Raleigh County Read Aloud 
board members were inspired by Sulli-
Ǿŀƴ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

book comes about and what she has 
learned from her first book until now. 
      ά{ƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ 
provide details that are not included in 
the text, and she talked about the roles 
ƻŦ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎΣ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŘƛǘƻǊǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 
Leslie Baker, museum director. Eleven 
elementary schools in Raleigh County 
participate in Read Aloud, Baker said. 

shall University coaches, state 
political leaders and others 
ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ {ŜǳǎǎΩ Green Eggs and 
Ham. The result was a moving, 
funny, motivational video. (You 
can still view it at ReadAloud-
WestVirginia.org.) 
      Seuss-A-Paloosa is a fund 
and awareness raiser for the 
statewide Read Aloud organi-
zation. Cindy Miller, board 
member, is chairwoman of the 
planning committee. Brick-
Street Insurance, a major spon-
sor, again is providing the 

venue at its headquarters in 
Charleston for the event, which 
is March 15 from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. 
      Sponsorships are available at 
the $1,000 level, the Dr. Seuss 
Sponsorship; $500, Oh! The 
tƭŀŎŜǎ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ Dƻ; and $250, 
Green Eggs and Ham. Compa-
nies, friends and other support-
ers of Read Aloud may contact 
the Read Aloud office at (304) 
345-5212 for information on 
becoming a sponsor. 
      Seuss-A-Paloosa is being held 
in conjunction with the West 
±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ {ȅƳǇƘƻƴȅΩǎ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ 
Seuss, a City National Bank Fam-
ily Series concert on March 17. 
The symphony promises 
άƘŀǘŀǎǘƛŎέ Ŧǳƴ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ 
the great Dr. Seuss through mu-
sic, said Betty King, the sym-
ǇƘƻƴȅΩǎ ǾƛŎŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀπ
tion.  
      An instrument petting zoo 
and The Bongzongler, a fantasti-
cal Seussian instrument created 
by the Education Department of 
the symphony, will be featured, 
as well. For more information 
about the concert visit WestVir-
giniaSymphonyOrchestra.org. 

LǘΩǎ ŀΧƛǘΩǎ ŀΧǿŜƭƭΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ƛǘΚ ! .ƻƴƎ½ƻƴƎƭŜǊΣ ƻŦ 
course, a musical contraption made of pipe and some magi-
cal things to inspire kids to create their own sounds. The 
first and only one of its kind, the BongZongler is a product 
of the West Virginia Symphony Orchestra.  
                  Photo courtesy of the West Virginia Symphony Orchestra 

Jerry West, Homer Hickham read for Seuss-A-Paloosa 

    Sullivan reads Passing the Music Down   
ÁÔ 2ÁÌÅÉÇÈ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ËÉÃË ÏÆÆ ÅÖÅÎÔ 


