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awards $25,000
to Read Aloud | -

Read Aloud West V7
the Mountain state just got a boost &
thanks to a $25,000 grant from tE®- &
ergy Corporation of America (ECA.) e
The grant was awarded to help Read , =
Aloud develop chapters in counties Y :
across the state. Read Aloud now is ac
tive in 14 counties, while eight more
have expressed interest in organizing
chapters, said Director Mary Kay
Bond.

ECA is a Denver, Coloradbased
company with operations in West Vir-
ginia. John Mork, president and CEO,
and Julie Mork, a director, lived in the
Mountain State from 1987 to 1991.
ECAOGs foundation f Photo courtesy afoncord College
ment and potential of youth academi- Concord Coll egeds summer program, SALT, enc
cally, physically and spiritually, primari  shares a book with an older friend. This exchange was the first time the younger child had inter-
Iy through e duc at iaced with arfy ef thedotherXidis tharegdsBidk Druggish one of the program

(Continued on pag@) _ the story on page 5.

Walmart taps Read Aloud O91 & AOA OEA OAAOI I

Read Aloud West Virginia has been

a

nominated for theWalmart Founda- Rachelle Morrison tells how her investment of time, love and books

tion Associates Choice Program which spurred a student to complete high school

gilgoa(\)%%rdmteg% XXQT(;”IQS (;)r:gagﬁ?\lo?n By Nikki Moses exactly who Brittany was. She was the
L Rachelle Morrison was standing little girl she had helped during her diffi-

he running. West Virgini i f : . L
iNZInL:art gnd gs; mg Sa aﬁﬁcﬁis " outside the Municipal Auditorium after cult elementary school years.

online for the organization of their her daughter é&s hi gh TEherhotherloftwp haa d hahittofi giv-n
choice. Tentative voting dates are July 7 when she noticed a young girl slipping ing the child loving gifts, including lots of

~ hrSewas wky and d ooks. Brittany never
tn 2 r ? u gWui st th 1V?Ia{ I rr?aV\:et Z{ﬂ e8r t05|t in, %f’g?hé; o Bj gll those books you gave me? They made
Bond AThis awar d Vgl% aralhar |g|rll¥neKvex8 ly me want to be better,
\ 0 Morrison Was Morrison said she was naive when

across West Virginia as we start and
strengthen local Read Aloud chapters
around the state. Our goal is to inspire
all kids to read and to put books and
magazines in their

AShe threw her armms arnaugmd emy Kae ek yn
and said, o611t dés Br todkdforgnantetl that everychild had h e r
son |1 6m here t odaycoldjicewlandsraackeahd thahtkein pan o -
bhoadndeEIbse did. 80 By then Mor (Contisu@l thpaln € W
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Low reading scores
affect everyone

Why we should
all care

By Mark Kay Bond

These headlines have appeared in
just the last two weeks. For those of u
who have been interested in educatio
(and I am including you, dear reader),
the news is about as shocking as lear
ing that gambling occurs in casinos.

of Americans whare startled by these
headlines.

Perhaps this should not be surpris
A large portion of our population does
not feel directly affected by the public
school system. In a recent visit to
Charleston, formeGov. Bob Wise
noted that 70 percent of Americans dq
not have a child in the school system.
This lack of daily interaction with publi
schools may encourage the attitude th
issues involving public education are |
a priority. This attitude, however benig

Remember the car care commercial W
the tag line fipay
|l ater0? That s ame
education.

Every time you count on a cashier
make change, a custodian to correctly
read the directions for cleaning fluid, d
to a doctor or get your car repaired, y(
are being affected by the schools thog
individuals attended. We ignore the di
cussion on the best way to educate ch
dren for todayébs
peril. The money saved on schools to
may require more money later for the
purpose of housing prison inmates or
providing social services to families wi
cannot earn an adequate living.

Certainly, more money is not THE
solution to the challenges facing our

(Continued on pagé)
— |

Whatis surprising is the large numbers$

has serious repercussions for ALL of Uis.

Education is the currency of 21st century;
high school diplomas a mdsBob Wise

By Nikki Moses good jobs in West
Three students out of 10 will drop outand plants without a high school di-
of a U.S. high school this year. West Vir- ploma. Today students need those diplo-
giniads dropout r amas andgnoreagd mpre pfierethey needo
pared to the national average of 30 or 31wo- or fouryear college degrees, as

Vi

iPoor Reading SKi pdrcent. Trap Chil dren well
in Poverty, Study| Shdhmednore wil finish high school iln an information
AiEarly Warning! | Whu wilRhethale thegkillb tp be competi- there is only one currendye d uc at i o
the End of Third |Grtaedrecolldle or taecers. 0 he said. fAWe no |l onge
fiBooks in Home as | The6o00tsadents iraVgest Vir- have the dropout rate
Parents' Education in Determining Ch(l- gi ni aés 2009 dr op o uThekjggestdariemismoney.have |
dren's Educati on |L elifetarle darnings of almost $1.8 billion iThere is a demand
iResearch Ti es \WV andwibipcor$35 silliondn health care student performance, and we have less
Metro Economiesod costs. Students who graduate from high money, 6 he said, | ate

economic stimulus package is a high
school diploma.

We must do more with less, using
technology, common standards, data and
measurement systems better.

Wi s e not ed We s t
population of teachers. Sixgight per-
cent are 50 years or older and will retire
in the next five to seven years.

Wise grew up in Charleston, becom-  Wise called for:
ing a member of the U. S. House of Rep- The adoption of The Common Core
resentatives and tSkte Standgels a staegjinitigiiverfd- a 6 s
governor. He worked on issues such asused on grades kindergarten through
teacher certification, the Promise Schol-grade 12.
arship and character education. He now Increased funding for middle and
is president of thelliance for Excellent  high schools.

C Education, which works to improve pol- Increased use of technology, includ-
at icy so all students can achieve at highing cyber schools and classes.

1ot academic levels and graduate high school ~Changes in the No Child Left Behind

n, ready for college and work. approach. Wise said as a law it showed
Fifty years ago students could getwhat the problems are. Now the right

school earn $10,000 more a year than
those who do not.

Former West VirginiaGov. Bob
Wiserelayed this information May 24
at Honestly Speaking, forum on col-
lege and career readinepsesented by
the Charlestoasededucation Alli-
ance President and CEPatricia S.
Kusimo moderated.

Vi

b

ith tools are needed.
me now oOor pay me AWhich track
tag |line could apply to want to follow, innova-
tion or a rigid account-
to ing system?0 h
He favors common
o} assessments across the
u country to target the
e lowest achieving
5- school s, kKknown
il- out factories.
job market at our own AEducation gi
Hay kids options. We can
gain, and we can lose,
and we stand to lose a
ho l ot, 0 Wise con

Photo byNikki Moses
Left, Bob Wise answers questions
after his talk at the Honestly
Speaking seminar as Pat Kusimo
moderates.




