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   Read Aloud West Virginiaôs work in 
the Mountain state just got a boost 

thanks to a $25,000 grant from the En-

ergy Corporation of America  (ECA.) 

The grant was awarded to help Read 

Aloud develop chapters in counties 

across the state. Read Aloud now is ac-

tive in 14 counties, while eight more 

have expressed interest in organizing 

chapters, said Director Mary Kay 

Bond. 

     ECA is a Denver, Colorado-based 

company with operations in West Vir-

ginia. John Mork , president and CEO, 

and Julie Mork , a director, lived in the 

Mountain State from 1987 to 1991. 

ECAôs foundation focuses on develop-

ment and potential of youth academi-

cally, physically and spiritually, primari- 

ly through education. Read Aloudôs 

(Continued on page 7) 
 

     Read Aloud West Virginia has been 

nominated for the Walmart Founda-

tion Associates Choice Program which 

will award the winning organization 

$100,000. Read Aloud is one of five in 

the running. West Virginia associates of 

Walmart and Samôs Club will vote 

online for the organization of their 

choice. Tentative voting dates are July 7 

to August 13. ñWe would be great part-

ners with Walmart,ò said Mary Kay 

Bond. ñThis award would help kids 

across West Virginia as we start and 

strengthen local Read Aloud chapters 

around the state. Our goal is to inspire 

all kids to read and to put books and 

magazines in their hands.ò 

                     By Nikki Moses 

  Rachelle Morrison was standing 

outside the Municipal Auditorium after 

her daughterôs high school graduation 

when she noticed a young girl slipping 

toward her. She was gawky and did-

nôt  appear to fit in, yet she looked 

vaguely familiar. The girl knew exactly 

who Morrison was. 
     ñShe threw her arms around my neck 

and said, óItôs Britanny.* Youôre the rea-

son Iôm here today. You cared when no-

body else did.ôò By then Morrison knew 

exactly who Brittany was. She was the 

little girl she had helped during her diffi-

cult elementary school years.  
      The mother of two had a habit of giv-

ing the child loving gifts, including lots of 

books. Brittany never forgot. ñYou know 

all those books you gave me? They made 

me want to be better,ò she said. 
       Morrison said she was naïve when 

her daughter Katelyn started school. ñI 

took it for granted that every child had 

cold juice and snacks and that their par-
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Concord Collegeôs summer program, SALT, encourages reading for pleasure. Here a young boy 

shares a book with an older friend. This exchange was the first time the younger child had inter-

acted with any of the other kids there, said Rick Druggish, one of the programôs  founders. See 

the story on page 5.  
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      Rachelle Morrison tells how her investment of time, love and books 

spurred a student to complete high school 

Walmart taps Read Aloud 
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By Nikki Moses 
      Three students out of 10 will drop out 

of a U.S. high school this year. West Vir-

giniaôs dropout rate is 28 percent com-

pared to the national average of 30 or 31 

percent. 

      Three more will finish high school 

but will not have the skills to be competi-

tive in college or careers. 

      The 6,900 students in West Vir-

giniaôs 2009 drop out class will have lost 

lifetime earnings of almost $1.8 billion 

and will incur $55 million in health care 

costs. Students who graduate from high 

school earn $10,000 more a year than 

those who do not.                                      

 Former West Virginia Gov. Bob 

Wise relayed this information May 24 

at  Honestly Speaking, a forum on col-

lege and career readiness  presented by 

the Charleston-based Education Alli-

ance. President and CEO Patricia S. 

Kusimo moderated. 

      Wise grew up in Charleston, becom-

ing a member of the U. S. House of Rep-

resentatives and then West Virginiaôs 

governor. He worked on issues such as 

teacher certification, the Promise Schol-

arship and character education. He now 

is president of the Alliance for Excellent 

Education, which works to improve pol-

icy so all students can achieve at high 

academic levels and graduate high school 

ready for college and work. 

     Fifty years ago students could get 

good jobs in West Virginiaôs coal mines 

and plants without a high school di-

ploma. Today students need those diplo-

mas, and more and more often they need 

two- or four-year college degrees, as 

well. 

      ñIn an information based society 

there is only one currencyðeducation,ò 

he said. ñWe no longer have the luxury to 

have the dropout rate we have.ò  

 The biggest barrier is money. 

      ñThere is a demand for increased 

student performance, and we have less 

money,ò he said, later noting that the best 

economic stimulus package is a high 

school diploma. 

      We must do more with less, using 

technology, common standards, data and 

measurement systems better. 

 Wise noted West Virginiaôs aging 

population of teachers. Sixty-eight per-

cent are 50 years or older and will retire 

in the next five to seven years. 

 Wise called for:  

 The adoption of The Common Core 

State Standards, a state-led initiative fo-

cused on grades kindergarten through 

grade 12. 

 Increased funding for middle and 

high schools. 

 Increased use of technology, includ-

ing cyber schools and classes. 

  Changes in the No Child Left Behind 

approach. Wise said as a law it showed 

what the problems are. Now the right 

tools are needed. 

     ñWhich track do we 

want to follow, innova-

tion or a rigid account-

ing system?ò he asked. 

      He favors common 

assessments across the 

country to target the 

l o we s t  a c h i e v i ng 

schools, known as ñdrop 

out factories.ò 

      ñEducation gives our 

kids options. We can 

gain, and we can lose, 

and we stand to lose a 

lot,ò Wise concluded. 
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 Left, Bob Wise answers questions 

after his talk at the Honestly 

Speaking seminar as Pat Kusimo 

moderates. 

Education is the currency of 21st century; 

 high school diplomas a mustðBob Wise 

By Mark Kay Bond  
ñPoor Reading Skills Trap Children 

in Poverty, Study Showsò 

ñEarly Warning! Why Reading by 

the End of Third Grade Mattersò 

ñBooks in Home as Important as 

Parents' Education in Determining Chil-

dren's Education Levelò 

ñResearch Ties WV Dropouts to 

Metro Economiesò 

These headlines have appeared in 

just the last two weeks. For those of us 

who have been interested in education 

(and I am including you, dear reader), 

the news is about as shocking as learn-

ing that gambling occurs in casinos. 

What is surprising is the large numbers 

of Americans who are startled by these 

headlines. 

Perhaps this should not be surprising. 

A large portion of our population does 

not feel directly affected by the public 

school system. In a recent visit to 

Charleston, former Gov. Bob Wise 

noted that 70 percent of Americans do 

not have a child in the school system. 

This lack of daily interaction with public 

schools may encourage the attitude that 

issues involving public education are not 

a priority. This attitude, however benign, 

has serious repercussions for ALL of us. 

Remember the car care commercial with 

the tag line ñpay me now or pay me 

laterò? That same tag line could apply to 

education. 

Every time you count on a cashier to 

make change, a custodian to correctly 

read the directions for cleaning fluid, go 

to a doctor or get your car repaired, you 

are being affected by the schools those 

individuals attended. We ignore the dis-

cussion on the best way to educate chil-

dren for todayôs job market at our own 

peril. The money saved on schools today 

may require more money later for the 

purpose of housing prison inmates or 

providing social services to families who 

cannot earn an adequate living. 

Certainly, more money is not THE 

solution to the challenges facing our 
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  Why we should         
     all care 

 Low reading scores 

     affect everyone 


