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~Parents: You are key
In stemming summer slide

Summer slide, summer setback, dumber in the sum#sk.
any educator and you will find that loss of reading skills amo
students is as much a part of summer as baseball and ice cr
cones.

Without the reading practice provided by teachers while kid
are in school, students often lose skill. What happens over
summer depends largely on the reading leadership role played
parents.

AWe find that children ar 4
school year , 0 said Jolinda
sonville Elementary. iStuden
who actuallydo readd not just pay lip service to & are more
likely to maintain or increaf

Summertime is a much needed vacation from the drills
deadlines of the school year. That is what makes it such a g
time to kick back and read for pleasure. While kids are read
for pleasure they are preserving or even improving skills th@yse—
learned in school.

In The Read Aloud Handbodkn Trelease reports that read
ing skills of the wealthiest 25 percent of students rise slightfys-
over the summer, and the poorest 25 percent lose most of wk
they gained the year before. The skill gap widens each ye
Why?

Trelease noted that an afl|
cludes a family that reads, a home filled with reading materia
trips to bookstores and libraries, activities such as vacations a«
camps that provide new experiences, and educational TV aﬁ?dandwew teacher Lisa Brown encourages a prospective student at

radio. Conversely, lovincome children often have few reading Kindergarten RoundJp. He and every child registering for kinder-
(Continued on pagd) garten in Kanawha County received a copy@ff To School, Baby

Duckfrom Read Aloud Kanawha County. See story on page 2.

| Choose Us! Choose Us! Med residents learn value of
Tickets for Charity reading aloud during grand rounds

Enjoy Golf and Help Read AlpudiYou are a rock star. You hav
HAR\ If you want to get a group of fatigued medical residents to

The Nationwide Tour Players Cup is Jung  sit up and listen, that is a great opener. It is the one Read Aloud
2228 at the Pete Dye Golf Club in Bridgepgrt, Dikéctor Mary Kay Bond used when she addressed doctors
When you buy your ticketscan select Read  during grand rounds at The Marshall University Medical
Aloud West Virginia as your preferred charity, and we will rdceigcho6l. Medical professionals who had walked in, grabbed a
per cent of the cost of your tidkekelts are $25 for a weekly groundonut and settled in for the expected Power Point presentation
pass and $50 for a weekly clubhouse pass. began to take notice.

Order ticketsatvw.ReadAloudWestVirginiaroangw. Play Bond began peppering them with facts.

erscup.nePhone (304) 82827. FAX (304) 81223. REMEMBHR: Literacy begins at home, she said. Parents should begin
Designate Read Aloud West Virginia and improve the quality ofdiéelifog aloud to children at a very young age and continue
the children of our state. (Continued on pags)
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Summertime: easy feeling just right
for stimulating minds of children ‘,,MW“M.,

ASummerti me and tHeR foleveN WHd Bnovs SvhaBstose¥ shé

| think the Gershwin brothers gotitright. mi ssed hear i ng, what r he didnot
Note, however, the yocHokWith e df BIGES aPdpdtents,

i mi n d.lindagtgsitds the relaxed, what skills (painting? woodworking?) she

feasyo atmosphere qfi dnbmmgrett hat tefyt eithdelr | ing ey«
makes it the best (easiest?) timetostmua nd what feelings she |d{ to shai
late the minds of children. In this issue Enjoy the summer, and take the time

you will read about a wide variety of to plan a little (visits to the bookmobile, a

summer programs offered to children  museum are just a couple of low cost op- %
around the state. | hope these articles wilkions.) Teachers get the much publicized '
motivate you to think about the children 180 instructional days with our children
in your lives. Do not let them fall victim  (and even then it is in a class of 20 or  to learn more. Those who suffer from the
to the infamous #s 86y losigipdtedt/g@ndaked Asummer sl ideo will sj
Afdumber i n the summeative/frichd, Madelthe BpPortuniy®or months just trying to catch up. Sadly, some
protect children from viruses; help protectoneon-one time in the next 90 days. Useriever will.
them from this syndrome which sets the jisely so that the children in your life re- Mary Kay Bond
stage for a frustrating ba¢k-school ex-  turn to school with stimulated minds ready
perience in the fall.

How can you make summer learning

easy and enjoyable? Kindergarten jitters eased by

1t starts with a relationship. Show

your interest by asking the child (or chil- Read Aloud giftOff to SchoolBaby Duck

dren) guestions about things that interest
them. All of us, regardless of age, tend to Each child attending Kindergarteh o o k owner ship i s cr

get more excited about learning some- Roundup at Grandview Elementareckett, board member and coordinator of
thing that is interesting tos, our passion, School brought a unique set of emotionsRe ad Al oudo6s book dis
if you will. If | love cars, science and he or she took one step closer to that- lifehe books wergaid for by a $2,500 gift
reading are more interesting to me if | carchanging eventd the first day of school.from City National Bank.

study and read about how motors work. Some were excited, some focused, a few i Mo s t companies hav

In short, it ismeaningfuko me; | will hesitant, several bouncing off of the wallstyle of contributions. City National sup-
spend time and effort on things that are Teachers and staff were smiling amobrts families and youth. Read Aloud is a
meaningful to me. helpful, directing future students angood fit,” said City National President

The next step may be a visit to the Moms and dads through the process. R&e Hageboeck.
library to find books/movies/music about Aloud Kanawha County was there, too, Hageboeck said he teaches in a Sun-
that topic. (Believe me, librarias the giving each prospective student a persodaly School class where students have a
good one$) LOVE to help patrons in copy of Off to School, Baby Dudly Amy wide range of reading levels and has
this type search.) Hest. MfAWe are fi ndleanngd firsthhane theaimmbrtance of gead- h a
ing and the potential limits of students
who have poor reading skills.

Ailf you canét read
into a life that will not give you the oppor-
tunities that you wished you had, and that
is sad, 0 he said. Ay
wor k. o

This thoughtfully chosen book is
about Baby Duckbés fir:
is all jitters and has lots of questionghat
if her teacher is mean? What if she won't
have any fun? Or any friends? And who
will buckle her new school shoes? As al-
ways, Grandpa Duck knows just what to
say and do to help Baby Duck feel braver.

While | doubt it was actually thehole Students also received Read Aloud
time, it clearly was the majority of time. | information, book lists and an application

was saddened. Her pr é\Wyd}BSE{ i e“nJ'l“ gartwo not fop gpublic library card.

{Finally, give your child timé time
with you, time alone, time tthink. Learn-
ing is a process, and not everything wort
learning can be tested at the end of the
chapterd or even at the end of summer. |_f%

What else can you @d.imit TV and :
computer timeYes, | know there are edu>" /75
cational programs and activities associ- |
ated with b eliminatel |
saidlimit. (Remember, you are the adult
and have an obligation to set beneficial
limits.) Recently, | spoke to a middle
school student who spent the weekend
with grandparents. She happily reported
she spent the whole time on Facebook.
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MU A st ¢s reading to first graders
T

|

(Right) Susar |{D6Aoust pro-
vided an orientation to mem- w
bers of the Pi Kappa Alpha
fraternity at their Marshall
University frat house, a first
for her, she said. Below, Stevd
Turner reads a Dr. Seusy ,

book to students at Guyan{' "
dotte Elementary School in| :
Huntington while Al Loving,
wearing the signature hat of
The Cat and the Hd&ame,
provides moral and visual
support.

Photos by Betty Dennison =

Susan D6Aoust calls it a perfect el ugeizio .7 MR | a1 Juni o

Guyandotte Elementary School. The two collaborated, and now 20 Pikes
trained readers vying for classrooms.

D6 Aoust is Cabell Countyobs Read
with Dennison, a professor in leadership development at Marshall, trainifgs
and placing readers at the Guyand h
cessfully pitched the idea to his fraternity.

AThis is our personal communi ty
wanted to do something more than
led a group of athletes to do read aloud and read at his Sunday School, too.

D6Aoust set up an evening traini
pected 10, but 20 young men showed up. They were very attentive, interest
and asked questions. And they even

AThis is something | wildl do for

= h e Sifers it

Energy Express began in 1994 as a Preference goes to children who are eliji-

7 way to address the reading loss and nutrle for these meals, are struggling with
® 4 ﬁ \ tional decline experienced by lewcome reading or need a safe environment.
& / g/w »* children during the summer. Sincethen,The program i s opelrat e
has grown from two sites serving 85 chil-Extension Service. It serves children in
*,/ dren to 83 sites that will serve some 3,00frades one through six, focusing on reafi-
1 Energy Express .. children when the program begins its 16ting using literature, language experiencg,
year this June, said Energy Express Diregriting, art and takdhome books. Last
where breakfast, lunch, R : 4 ; X .
and learning don't take a tor Ruthellen Phillips in an article pub- year S|xty_e|ght percent o_f ch|ld_ren main
summer bR lished by the Johns Hopkins learning certained or increased reading skills. The
ter. average child gained 3.5 months in brodd
Each summer, when many schools AiwWedre thrill ed madingachietemeniwhile theaverage] a n
close their doors, other programs come we know it 6s b e c au shidwjheawo|gR gained t.5emostlisaacit i n ¢
alive. One in West Virginia, Energy Ex- to understand the significance of summecording to the Energy Express website.
press, is so successful that it has garneréde ar ni ng, 6 Phi | | i ps AmeiCdrps members, mostly college
an Excellence in Summer Learning Award The program is located in communi- students, serve as mentors during the ejght
from Johns Hopkins University. ties where the need is great: at all schoolsyeek program.
It is one of just three programs to wirat least 50 percent of enrolled children are  Seewww.energyexpress.wvu.edor
the national award. eligible for free and reducetbst meals. more information.
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Enterprise
RentA-Car

has partnered with

Read Aloud West Vir-

ginia, inviting Director

May Kay Bond to con-

duct an orientation

session to seven em-
ployees from offices
across the reg
really hope other com-
panies across the state

will want to do the

same, 0 she sai

Access to books + a caring adult = the best cure for summer slip

(Continued from pag#) i We encourage reading and sp
materials and little or no reading leadership by parents, no ctivéo When you go to the grocery, make a list together and then
travel to libraries or new places, and little or no educational tgteto the store and choose those items. When you go to the mall,
vision or radio. But all families, including loimcome families, read the ads in the newspaper for the stores you will visit. Be
can prevent summer slide by reading aloud for pleasure at hooneative. If you see a neat insect, go to the library and find out

Summer slideispr event abl e, reseawltadhter 6t agse é. sHar vsaurgdgesst e d . f
James Kim, in an interview with The National Center for Synie unger children. Kindergarten
mer Learning at Johns Hopkins University, said that voluntamg rhythmthatmygener at i on di d. A
summer reading programs can work, but they work best when Be your childbébs inspirat
adults and teachers are involved. Providing books is important;Parents, extended family and friends are the keys to prevent-
however, #@AOur research i ndiisgastngner skidé Studentstspedd 990 owd in theo dlagsrodmh
cess, especially with younger kids who are still learning to reagc¢h year. They spend 7,800 with their parents.
he wrote. AKids need their families

6 h
When adults read to or with children, children havetheols ut we can6t go home with them,
portunity to ask questions and clarify meanings. "Reading carMemandDad r eadi ng al ong with ot h
both a solitary activity and a social activity that fosters learningaid, noting that her grandmother was her inspiration for reading.
and recreation," Kim said.
Find the O6sweet spot 6Toiead thercagmed artinlegHow toeviake $ummer Reading Effective
Here is an easy way to figure out if a book is too hard, quoWv_vw.summerlearning.orgplick on "Research in Brief," then click
easy or just right for your child to read: It's called the finger ©n the title. o _
rule. Ask a child to read 100 words from a book and teach the By Nikki Moses, newsletter editor
child to raise one finger for each word that is too difficult to fig-
ure out. If the child has more than five fingers up, the book
is probably too hard.
"The goal is to find that [6sweet spotd where the realdi ncg
is challenging but not frustr ghd ABTs 6f Irhpgrcved Retidiggr cher noft ed.
Teachers such as Jolinda Sisson are great resources, ag we nccess to books lt6s criltice
They are well versed in reading education, know their students. : )
and have a good handle on Wmvgr{ety%golplﬁ gverghﬁ sderWI[]rgopthsAdetéNg lﬂ](tl)wttha[wo r .k
iwe have found that childr dh%%%° tahlaotner éjé)(?isﬁ]é)t i Enalfjpsu ] el

place specific, 80 she said. i Bteo ksse et htaht a tmad ltihl dreeard ef is B|d a b &
done at school . They donot |(yeadgapebpmedsnteadi ndheykihlalve
|l ies of readers. o books that align with their own reading levels. Reading books

Make reading a fun, vital part of summer that are too easy or too hard

She and other educators at Sissonville Elementary encoyrageécomprehension, as monitored and guided by an adult

parents to make reading a tHaBher dr'b&rentVThd nfost impotantipiec® tb makily &Umner T 2
summers. Reading in all of its forms is valuable, Sisson not ding effective is the help of an adult who can ask questins

Trips to libraries and book stores are ideal. Most libraries hayey guide kids to better understand what they are reading.
summer reading programs. Reading aloud is a fun activity for| the

i i i i Reprinted with permission frorilow to Make Summer Reading Effecti
entire famlly’ she said, and readlng baseball cards, cereal b?r)(()%ﬁSThe National Center for Summer Learning, Jbans Hopkins Univer

and comic books work, as well. sity School of Education.
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Mingo County 23 readers richer
thanks to dedication, enthusiasm
of Hi-Y students

I'tés not often that you h ]
his footballadb as ket bal | t eTheGiving Trae Ut , = fi / ;
And, oh yeah, 1 0m a Berenst«f‘\n\' & 0 Ye
is what happened when Director Mary Kay Bond met with 23 | % ‘
Williamson High School students earlier this year. S

Ot hers chi mi¥alGivenA Modseé A Codkiede S
i My f a\wge, liyle €rocodile 0

Bond was in Williamson conducting two orientation ses- |
sions, one for parents and community volunteers at Riverside
Elementary School and one for the Williamson High students
who are members of the service organizatiotYHTyler Matney
is president. After the orientation they planned to read at Rivef
side and Sacred Heart elementary schools.

The orientation was energetic and interactive. Preparatio
and prereading are essential to success, Bond advised. To m;

sonal collection. She invited each student to select one and p
tice reading it aloud to a partner. They did, reading, laughing, |°
reminiscing about books they enjoyed during their childhoods
and eventually asking for time to finish their books. They left
inspired to read.

(Left) Williamson High students practice essential read aloud kills
pre-reading and practicing aloud before entering a classroom.

Bond asks doctors to give parent

(Continued from pag) Seize the moment. Jim Trelease read to his kids when they were
through the years. Reading aloud builds listening skills, vocdbe-ra di ng t he di shwasher and tak
l arvy, and reading and wr it ithorgofThetRedd iAloug Handbaoft. R ermaennyb ec h i |Irderaedni

read aloud to. The results are ominous. ing. I t do eMamadd Pedtedrvimterestiog nbvespa-
AoOur nation spends $45 bigdedsiory ar a magaziper abasitcarsubjecethecchild iy ivterastedoin

sai d. (AThat és billions wi t mighaproBdedhe right Ihgok @ dommarcial foGreddibge' r t Ra

intensive care unit neonatologist.) Reading together develops memories and promotes family

ilt costs an average of $ dérdiyOEnpathy, ythe aornerstame df emosoral iatelligenae,nisa t
iKids dondét drop out of sdcédvwellopmad awgheenl 6weorl ilvie iTrh ag o mes
when they pull the trigger. You have a greater chance of goirdptthrough literature. Literature helps us understand in a way that

prison if you have poor reading skills than you have of geting dondét get in history cl ass,
cancer if you are a smoker. Pediatricians can set good examples, as well. Bond encour-
fi S e v-Bva peycent of the prison population has readiagged t hem t o have childrenbés b
problems, 0 Bond said. provide reading |ists. fAAnd if
Poverty is a factor, as well as time management. Timesthage t urned to soap operas, 0 she
changed, too. AThe number of fitvei kaohmoevn wiwiat hr aVses nr é¢dcé ms .

rooms is alarming, 0 she s ai pamphlatRen Basts PammsHShoukl Krow Aboui Read{figey 1 h
It used to be that knowing Jack and Jill was universal. Now fidge 6.) Reading is your daily mental vitamin. We want you to
not so much that way. o0 Pediwnirteianpr eeer icphtiil admr efno rf rtohma ta,lc¢
of life and can make an enormous difference, she said.

AEncourage parents to tal k DroJamnds &inder, & foimerdOhaleston pediatrisiannagd t
to read to them. If they get that prescription from you they Vatgtime read aloud believer, organized the program. He cur-
l' i sten. Make it part of t h erentlypradticeshpadmtyic develepmdntal boghaviordl hedlth, pédt- |
clout, but you wil/l. Y o u wiatlicladolgseent psydhiatry and peeligtricsnad thed Marshall Wni- s t
sponse. Well, maybe it is time for parents to assert themsehazsity School of Medicine.

5



Ten Facts Parents Should Know About Reading

What is the most important subject in school?

fReading. Why? Because a child needs reading to ma
most of the other subjects.

fSo how does
the most, read the best.

fHow do parents foster a love of reading? We are pleas
seekers. We do what we like so we must make sure studentg
to read more than they hate to read.

{How? READ ALOUD TO THEM.

Jim Trelease, author dhe ReadAloud Handbookhas con-
densed decades of research and experience into a pamphlet,
Facts That Parents Should Know About Reading." It is a m
read for parents and others interested in inspiring children
become lifelong readers. It is free through the Read Aloud offi
on www.ReadAloudWestVirginia.orga n d Trel eas
www.treleaseon-reading.com.

a child fdAget

Rapid decoding is not final goal of learning to read

Mary Kay Bond has written an insightful article which wa

published in The Charl eston
not the wultimate goal of | es
Bond wrot e, fil r e cehool Istydenh

telling another how many words a minute she could read. | V

astounded. | never knew how fast | read in school. | don't kn

it now. When | asked, students explained that they are testeq
speed in elementary school. Later, as | discussed a book thg

of us had read, | realized these speed readers had totally mi
the climax of the book. 0
are adept decoders but may not comprehend the meaning o
words they decode. The implications are-ri@aiching. To read
the article go tavww.ReadAloudWestVirginia.org

Help teachers fund great educational ideas
Would you like to provide materials to a classroom teacher

who has a great educational idea but no money to fund it? Wo
you like to choose the project, the location and the exact amount

of money you want contribute? You can, by going to
DonorsChoose.org.

Thirty-four West Virginia teachers have made requests. H
example, a teacher in Clay who works with students with leafn-
ing disabilities, mental impairment, autism and behavior disg

ders wrot e, AThis county is
state, and we are in a higleed community. Because we live i

n
rural area, the students are interested in ATVs. | want therrja Y?e
know the dangers involved in driving ATVs so they can makée

responsi ble choiceséWe need

rs... Many of these students live in homes without running watt
or telephones but do have access to ATVs. Help me to help th

be
From the mouths of...

safe. o

May Kay Bond spoke with a group of parents, students a
teachers about the importance of summer reading, warning th

about the possibility of declining reading scores which is oft
called summer slide. When it was over an adult asked a yo

child what he thought. He turned a puzzled face to the questio

know
of f

fil donot

0

and answer ed,
t

Bom

Mercer Countyos

Eva McGuire

stefNas joined our group of librarians who

contribute outstanding suggestions and

aévietls of bookstfGr €hil§rér dnd teéris. wh o
See what she recommends.

e a

ure
like
How Do Dinosaurs Say GoodnightBy Jane Q‘\\s:c)ose?g‘j, ~4
Yolen. One of several popular dinosaur book&oo(\ y-
by Yolen, this endearing volume uses rhythnd 8" £
"&rd rhyme to show the funny, naughty bedti
usichavior of funny, younglinosaurs. Pre$.
to

ce,

Béatsat the &ibrarybyt Beian Lies. Bored with another norm
inky evening, bats discover an operlibrary window and
fly in to enjoy the photocopier, water fountain and es
cially thebooks and stories found there. &S

5
T di r
radio
bp has

TheaMofstet Prap byl DedneMbrriskey. avPhiledvisithg
granbifaxter, Paddy herd € stéty about monsters on the

e fis $ure hByaare ¢BiAgdd tHe house to get him, but P

V& idea sure to stop theror is it? PreS3.

OW

©lick, Clack, Moo: Cows That Typéy Doreer] Smere,

t@lbnin. When Farmer Brown's cows find a tyg

isg@ter in the barn they start making demands
o sriReSwhe Fhe farfer fefiges td dive

KRat they want. K3.

CLICK, CLAGK, MOO

ch

You Can Do Anything, Daddyby Michael Rex. After receiy

ing assurances that his father would save him from increag

dangerous and scary pirates (including robot gorilla pi

ﬂgpm Mars), a boy reassures his father in return.
e

How T Became |
3 A T*Rate

singly
rates

reS3.
How | Became A Pirateby Melinda Long. 2
OJeremy Jacob joins Braid Beard and his pl'
crew and finds out about pirate language, pi . ' %‘

Jnanners and other aspects of their life.-Gr2 FAF

Gregor%he aver%ndéby suZarne Coffing. (Serleso) Wnen
arold Gregor and his twgearold sister are pulled into
range underground world, they trigger an epic battle in

ing men, bgtg éas cocléroaac%%i,land IL§pai1d8r§ Whi{JJlenorJj a

gretold by ancient grophecy

Uhwind by Neal Schusterman. In a future wo
where those between the ages of 13 and 1§
have their lives "unwound" and their body p
nidarvested for use by others, three teens d
gnitreme lengths to uphold their beliefsand,
eperhaps, save their own lives. Young adult.
ung

ner

but I t hi

nk that

|l ady

wants my mom keep me

the water slide this

year .
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