
                        By Dawn Miller 
       See that bright new logo shining at you 

from the top of the page? There’s a story 
behind it. 
       Faithful readers will recall that Read 

Aloud West Virginia has been in a rebuild-
ing mode—for about three years. 
       Read Aloud started back in 1987 and 

attracted steady donations and friends. By 
2000, Read Aloud had a presence, however 
small, in 53 counties. But times change. 
Founding members moved on or grew 
tired. Changes in education law and priori-
ties meant less enthusiasm for volunteer 
readers in some schools. Stewards of the 
organization gathered one winter day and 
asked themselves some tough questions. Is 
this organization still 
relevant? Should 
Read Aloud con-
tinue? 
       After discussion 

and reflection, volun-
teers concluded, 
"Yes." West Virginia 
is better off with an 
organization that 
motivates children to 
read for fun—and 
helps parents to dis-
cover the lifelong 
benefit of reading to 
children.  
       To re-energize 

the effort, leaders 
recruited new 
blood—young par-
ents, certainly, but 

also professionals, retirees and more men. 
They tackled the most pressing concerns 
first—more readers, functional office 
space, a web site, and securing a Benedum 
grant to help counties across the state. 
       One day, a board member asked 

something to the effect of "What's with the 
logo?" 
       The old logo, created for Read Aloud 

20 years ago, when the organization was 
run almost entirely by young mothers, 
served its purpose well. But today, when 
diversity is a more conscious concern and 
there are so many fast-paced images and 
formats competing for attention, Read 
Aloud's old logo looked a bit dated.  The 
newly recharged organization needed a 

new look. 
       So, the board 
turned to artist John 
Auge, then president 
of advertising and 
creative director at 
Charles Ryan Associ-
ates. CRA embraced 
the chance to give the 
organization an up-
dated look. 
       Charles Ryan does 
a wide range of pro 
bono activities and 
has recently focused 
on education.                       
 “It fit. I like taking 
an organization that I 
believe in and giving it      
a fresh strategic face                   
   (Cont. on pg. 3)                       
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T he beginning of this school year is 
particularly exciting for those of us 

involved with Read Aloud. We have a 
new logo, kicked off the month with a 
successful event, launched a wonderful 
video and are looking forward to a vari-
ety of ways to partner with the Depart-
ment of Education. You will read about 
these in this issue. 

W hat remains the same, however, 
is our basic mission: motivating 

children to want to read. An experience 
from a recent orientation in the Eastern 
Panhandle has  provided yet another 
example of the incredible impact one 
adult can make in a child’s life. Follow-
ing the training session a woman ap-
proached me and told me that in the 
fourth grade she had been unable to 
read. She was being asked to write es-
says and could not read the stories she 
was being asked to write about. When 
questioned by her teacher, Mrs. Chap-
man, she confessed her secret. Mrs. 
Chapman then calmly asked what she 
liked most in the world. That response 
was easy! She loved animals.  

M rs. Chapman began bringing her 
books about all types of animals 

and gradually, in order to learn about 
the animals she loved, the woman tell-
ing me this story began to learn to 
read. She mentioned the books and the 
kindness of her teacher but never once 
mentioned a workbook page. The 
woman’s eyes glistened as she re-
counted the story and then said, “I am 
here today because of Mrs. Chapman.” 
She added that when she had children 

she made sure she read to them. Her 
daughter went on to be the first person 
in her family to graduate from college. 
After telling me this story she said, “I 
want do for the students in this school 
what she did for me.”   

J ust think of that—one woman, Mrs. 
Chapman, years ago changed the 

course of this woman’s life by sharing 
good books and her love of reading. The 
woman I met continued the process 
with her family and continues to honor 
Mrs. Chapman by electing to become a 
Read Aloud volunteer. As we begin this 
year I am grateful for all of you who 
serve as “Ms. or Mr. Chapman”  to chil-
dren around the state.  

M aybe you will be lucky enough to 
see the difference you are mak-

ing ; maybe you will not see it yourself, 
but rest assured each time you connect 
a child to a book and excite that child 
about learning more you are making 
that difference and changing a 
life. More likely you are affecting read-
ers of multiple generations.  Thank you. 

 
 

By Mary Kay Bond 
 

       Jim Trelease, author of The Read 
Aloud Handbook, has written that it is 
difficult to catch a cold if you haven’t 
been exposed to one. Likewise, he 
notes, it is difficult to become a reader 
if you haven’t been exposed to the joy it 
can offer. Thanks to you more children 
are being exposed to the “reading 
virus.”  MKB 

Sometimes it just takes two 
people sitting down face to face 
and talking for good things to 
happen. That is what occurred 
when Jorea Marple, State Depart-
ment of Education’s deputy su-
perintendent, and Read Aloud 
Director Mary Kay Bond met.  For 
years Read Aloud has been ex-
cluded from countless classrooms 
because teachers believed that 
reading aloud could not be part 
of the 90 minutes of language 
arts mandated by the state, Bond 
said. 

Not so, Marple responded. In 
a memorandum to staff members 
she wrote, “I met today with 
Mary Kay Bond…and listened 
with great interest to what she 
and Read Aloud Volunteers are 
encountering in our 
schools.  Routinely they are being 
excluded from being part of the 
school community” because of 
the misconception.  

She continued, saying that 
“reading to children is an accept-
able component of our 90 minute 
reading/language arts block in 
elementary schools.” Marple 
called for clarification among 
reading instructors. 

Reading is a top issue, Marple 
said. “Trying to ascertain the is-
sues regarding poor achievement 
in reading consistently leads back 
to poor acquisition of vocabulary 
that supports a high level of com-
prehension. A major reason for 
lack of adequate vocabulary is 
frequency of students reading 
books and exposure to others 
reading and valuing reading 
books,” Marple wrote.  

  
I want to do for the students  

in this school what 
Mrs. Chapman did for me. 

Reader inspired by 4th grade teacher 

Yes, educators, 
there is time 

for read aloud  
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Frontier Communications 
Corporation gave $10,000 to 
Read Aloud West Virginia in a 
generous move to thank Ni-
Source Gas Transmission & Stor-
age Company for lending them 
office space while they moved 
into West Virginia. 

Brian Healy, manager of non-
gas facilities for NGT&S, was at 
the center of the exchange. 
Healy and his company are long-
time supporters of Read Aloud 
West Virginia. They have do-
nated office, storage and meet-
ing space to Read Aloud since 
the group reorganized in 2007.  

Healy found himself in a po-
sition to help Read Aloud again. 

 Frontier gives Read Aloud     
$10,000 to build next work force 

Reading must be enjoyable, ǎŀȅǎ CǊƻƴǘƛŜǊΩǎ YŜƴ !ǊƴŘǘΦ  
Here he presents a check to Mary Kay Bond. Smiling in approval are (from 
left) Dennis Bloss, general manager for Frontier; Roger Given, vice president 
of operations for NiSource; Lois Hedg-peth, executive vice president of Veri-
zon Integration; Arndt, president and general manager of Frontier’s south-
east region: Bond; and Brian Healy, a manager at NGT&S. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 for today. It’s a privilege, and I’m honored to 
be entrusted with participating in stepping up 
that brand. A lot of people own it. I’ve now 
become a steward of that brand.” 
      Auge himself was one of several Charles 
Ryan volunteers at Watts Elementary School, 
where his duties included reading aloud to 
students. 
       Board members asked Auge for a look 
that captures Read Aloud's energy and fun, 
not only of young listeners, but also their role 
model readers. Board members wanted im-
agery that would include everyone, in any set-
ting. 
       "As one of the boy members of the board, 
I give it my stamp of approval. It’s not too 
girly,” said board member Adam Patnoe. 

 Auge also kept a vestige of the old look in 
the spot of blue at the center. 
       "Blue is corporate," Auge said. "It’s leader-
ship. These are business people who steal 
away and read to kids during the day. This is 
an organization that’s doing things.” 
       Read Aloud volunteers, whether in their 
jobs as local professionals, parents, grandpar-
ents or other role models, lead by example. 
By reading for pleasure with children week 
after week, they help children to discover 
reading for fun. Children who read for pleas-
ure tend to read more. With voluntary prac-
tice, they improve. Better reading skills lead 
to success throughout school and life. 
       Auge's gift of new artwork will help the 
organization tie together online and print 
communications and to reach new families 
and schools statewide. 

 
        John Auge currently is a partner of 

Auge+Gray Collective Works in Charleston. 
         

Dawn Miller, editorial page editor of The Charles-
ton Gazette, is chairwoman of Read Aloud West 

Virginia and a 17-year Read Aloud volunteer. 

New logo 
From page 1 

When Ken Arndt, president 
and general manager of Fron-
tier's Southeast Region, asked 
Healy if he knew of a non-
profit organization that sup-
ported literacy, he did not 
hesitate. “Read Aloud West 
Virginia” was his answer.  

Supporting literacy is con-
sistent with both firms’ long-
term goals. 

“Literacy is the foundation 
of a strong workforce,” Arndt 
said. “We are an ever-evolving 
industry. Reading is a core re-
quirement. We have to show 
students that reading is enjoy-
able. Today’s student is tomor-
row’s employee,” he said.   
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By Marion E. Lane 
The Linwood Community Library 

opened its doors with a gusto that 
pervades everything about this won-
derful new facility. They hosted an 
indoor/outdoor party with live musi-
cians, food and a children’s play area 
all free to guests. The purpose?  To 
welcome the local community with 
brand new library cards.           

The Linwood library is a labor of 
love for a community that saw the 
need for both a library and meeting 
space. It is located in the old Snow-
shoe Mountain Resort Welcome Cen-
ter in Slaty Fork. To help this fledgling 
library get started, Snowshoe leased 
the library the use of the building for 
the bargain price of $1 a year for three 
years. 

The library boasts more than 3,000 
books, many DVDs and magazines, 
community computers and a Wi-Fi 
lounge with chairs and a couch.  It also 
has a large screen television for movie 

Pocahontas center turned library a Linwood labor of love 

I am struck over and over again by 
how simple, yet powerful, is the idea 
of reading aloud. Through this very act 
we can change lives. These titles have 
spoken to me in my personal reading 
experiences this year. They will make 
good read alouds for students in 
grades three and up.   
!ƴƴ aΦ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ The Secret Book 

Club is book number five in the Main 
Street series. Some-
one is leaving books 
on the doorsteps of 
four friends with 
notes asking them 
to read the books 
and to do some-
thing new as a re-
sult. Titles included 

in their summer of reading are Mrs. 

Frisby and the Rats of N.I.M.H, Under-
stood Betsy and Roll of Thunder, Hear 
My Cry. Participation in this secret 
book club empowers each girl to face 
a personal fear or challenge. 
.ŀǊōŀǊŀ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊΩǎ The Small 

Adventures of Popeye and Elvis is a 
charming story with a distinct South-
ern feel to it of two young boys who 
are determined to become Royal Rule 
Breakers. Popeye meets Elvis when 
Elvis’ family’s motor home becomes 
mired in the mud near Popeye’s 
home. Elvis initiates Popeye into the 
Spit and Swear Club as they begin 
their search for the creator of boats 
made out of chocolate Yoo-hoo car-
tons they find in a nearby creek.  
±ŀǳƴŘŀ aƛŎƘŜŀǳȄ bŜƭǎƻƴΩǎ Bad 

News for Outlaws: the Remarkable 

Life of Bass Reeves, Deputy U.S. Mar-
shal introduces a little-known hero of 
the American West in this picture-
book biography. Bass Reeves was a 
slave in what was then Indian Territory 
(now Oklahoma) 
who escaped to 
freedom. This true 
story reads like a 
tall-tale of his ex-
ploits as a deputy 
U.S. Marshal for 
thirty-two years 
during which he 
arrested over 3,000 people, one of 
whom was his own son.  

 
¢ŜǊǊƛ aŎ5ƻǳƎŀƭ ƛǎ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

Services for Kanawha County Public Li-
brary and a Read Aloud board member.           

 

nights, a kids’ room and a meeting 
room for the community. Much of this 
was donated by the community itself. 

The head librarian, Cree Lahti, com-
mented on the enthusiasm of the local 
area.                                                                     
 “Not a day goes by that someone 
new doesn’t stop in to tell us how ex-
cited they are we’re here.”  And they 
should be, she said.              

 A summer reading and play group 
was so successful that leaders have 
kept it going during evening hours this 
fall. 

They make fund raising fun, as well. 
They held a Porch Party, a yard sale 
and a ski swap. Yoga and CPR are 
scheduled. 

The library also has a lot to offer 
visitors to the area. The library is 
building its “Wild and Wonderful Col-
lection” which includes technical 
books on outdoor activities and guide-
books that tell where to do them. The 
library even lends fishing poles, night 
goggles, binoculars and butterfly nets.   

The Linwood Community Library 
can be followed on their blog, lin-
woodlibrary.blogspot.com, or reached 
by phone at (304) 572-BOOK. 

 
Marion E. Lane is a recent graduate of 

Washington and Lee University and part-
time Read Aloud staff member. 

Want to change a life? Try these McDougal picks 

Maria McKelvey delighted youngsters 
with her portrayal of Beatrix Potter at the 
new Linwood Library. 
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It is a case of paying it forward at its best:  As a 
struggling student Brooks McCabe knew all too 
well the value of reading. As the YMCA’s 2010 
Spirit of the Valley recipient McCabe designated  
$7,500 to be awarded to Read Aloud West Virginia 
so that others would be inspired to read. 

McCabe 
struggled in 
elementary 
and middle 
school de-
spite his ob-
vious intelli-
gence. In the 
ninth grade 
he was diag-
nosed with 
severe dys-
lexia. He was 
reading at a 
fifth grade 
level. He liked comic books but couldn’t read the 
words, he said. 

What kept him inspired? His mother. She read 
to him daily, nurturing his love of books. 

“These were defining moments. It was more 
important than most people suspect. There were 
those times (when his mother read aloud to him) 
when an unimaginable world opened up…” he re-
called. 

When his dyslexia was discovered, she ar-
ranged for him to attend the Gow School in New 
York, an institution designed to help kids like 
McCabe. He went on to graduate from The Univer-
sity of Vermont and then earn Masters and Doc-
toral degrees in education from West Virginia Uni-
versity. 

McCabe is a State Senator, prominent busi-
nessman and civic leader, earning the prestigious 
Spirit of the Valley award. He was given the honor 
of designating $15,000 to non-profits of his choice. 
He gave half to the YMCA and half to Read Aloud, 
which he cited for its mission “helping raise a state 
full of readers.” Spirit of the Valley raised $227,000 
this year. 

                                 By Patricia Morgan 

     This year, Read Aloud West Virginia Monongalia County 
Chapter has gone through many abrupt and agonizing changes. 
This non-profit organization has lost several faithful board mem-
bers, suffered a drop in donations and sales at its annual book 
sale fundraiser and has not been able to put on the trademark 
Read Aloud Play for the past few years. 
       The board itself lost some of its heart in key members who 
wrote newsletters, who designed activities for books and who 
led the board. But as we all know, with the closing of every book, 
somewhere there are new chapters being written. Words could 
not be printed fluently enough to describe what the latest Read 
Aloud Monongalia County Chapter has been accomplishing. 
Here are some of the things this depleted board has turned out: 

       ¶Early June 2010 we elected a new chairwoman and at-
tracted some new board members. 

       ¶Our Author Committee put together a refurbished Author 
Kit featuring Patricia Polacco that will circulate this November.                      

     ¶We sponsored guest readers and allotted funding for books 
at the Reading Rally at the Met in Morgantown. 

       ¶We hosted a board meeting at Jackson & Kelly law offices 
with Read Aloud West Virginia Director Mary Kay Bond, and we 
met with Dr. Frank Devono, superintendent of the Monongalia 
County Board of Education. 

       ¶Our board co-chairwoman Jacki Morgan has been and con-
tinues to visit various Mon County schools to train volunteer 
readers. Jacki is a state trained reader and reading trainer. 

       ¶We donated funds to various schools including Brookhaven 
Elementary and Monongalia County Early Head Start.         

     ¶We held a state reader training session at Mason Dixon Ele-
mentary that was open to anyone and everyone who would 
want to become a trainer for our program. It was hosted by 
Mary Kay Bond and Librarian Jackie Moore. 

       ¶We scheduled the return of our Read Aloud Play for March 
2011 at the Metropolitan Theatre! 
        

 The Monongalia County board meets monthly to plan and 
create new ideas. If you would like to become a member, please 
contact one of the current board members. They would be happy 
to let you know where and when our next meeting will be. 
                  

              Patricia  Morgan is chairwoman of the Monongalia  County      
 Read Aloud Board of Directors. She can be reached at  

wgudaisy24@live.com. 

Spirit of the Valley 

Brooks McCabe  
pays it forward 

Revitalized Monongalia 
chapter is back in a big way 

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=165548833352
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Read Aloud Kanawha County’s first 
ever Seuss-A-Palooza featured ham bis-
cuits and green cupcakes, servers in Cat 
and the Hat garb and a crowd that felt like 
family. What stole the show, though, was 
a video of West Virginia celebrities read-
ing the Dr. Seuss classic Green Eggs and 
Ham. At its world premiere, the show left 
the crowd calling for an encore. 

The event was held at BrickStreet In-
surance, which donated the venue. 

The program was masterfully edited 
by WSAZ-TV’s Kevin Farrell. He was given 
videos of each celebrity reading the entire 
book.  He viewed each one, took notes 
and “checker boarded it all together into 
one complete reading.”  He spent about 
15 hours on the project, balancing time 
and voices. “It was a lot of fun. Everybody 
had good bits. 

“I couldn’t get Green Eggs and Ham 
out of my head for some time,” he said, 
laughing. “I was able to read the book to 
my kids (ages three and five) with a new 
found gusto.” 

Farrell, a creative services producer, 

got the assignment from WSAZ’s general 
manager Don Ray. 

“We are so grateful to WSAZ,” said 
Read Aloud’s Mary Kay Bond. “That con-
tribution was invaluable. They did a fabu-
lous job in a very timely fashion.” 

The video was Bond’s brain child. 
“What if we had famous West Virginians 
read…” she mused. She  turned those 
musings into reality. She had just 40 min-
utes notice that WVU Football Coach Bob 
Huggins would be available to read. He 
was in Charleston for the West Virginia 
University Golf Classic. Bond got there on 
time with a camera man in tow.  

She hit the grid iron at 7 a.m. one day 
looking for Owen  Schmitt. “I felt like a 
stalker,” she joked. She explained her mis-
sion, and Owen said yes.  

So did others. Each yes was a score. 
The result is a piece that inspires kids of 
all ages. It can be viewed at ReadAloud-
WestVirginia.org. Copies on DVD may be  
obtained by contacting the Read Aloud 
office at (304) 345-5212. 

 

Our own celebrities make 
shining new ‘Green Eggs’ video 

Yes, Coach Stewart (top right page 6)  is reading Green Eggs 
and Ham. Other readers include, in alphabetical order (how 
else can such an all-star cast be billed?) beginning at bottom 
left and moving clockwise: U.S. Representative Shelley Moore 
Capito, Marshall University Football Coach Doc Holiday, West Virginia University Basketball 
Coach Bob Huggins, Marshall Basketball Coach Tom Herrion, former West Virginia First Lady 
DŀȅƭŜ aŀƴŎƘƛƴΣ ¦Φ {Φ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊ WƻŜ aŀƴŎƘƛƴΣ ¦Φ {Φ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊ Wŀȅ wƻŎƪŜŦŜƭƭŜǊΣ {ŜŀǘǘƭŜ {ŜŀƘŀǿƪǎΩ 
Owen Schmitt, Stewart, jazz great Bob Thompson, Actor Sam Trammell (Sam Merlotte in the 
television series True Blood) and West Virginia Public Radio producer and host Beth Vorhees. 

     Seuss-a-Palooza inspires        readers, raises funds, makes friends 

This photo by WVU Photography 
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Ever tried to inspire an 8-year-old boy  
to read? Send in a coach 

                By Patricia Morgan 
       MORGANTOWN -- Marshall Uni-
versity and West Virginia University 
coaches have gained the interest and 
respect of my youngest son Wyatt 
(age 8). Whether it is football or bas-
ketball or just the fact that he is a boy 
filled with athletic dreams, he is inter-
ested in what they are doing. Re-
cently, instead of their usual activities 
they were reading a book! They were 
reading Green Eggs and Ham by Dr. 
Seuss. 
       You and I, being the mature read-
ers that we are, may say, “Whoopty-
doo.” But for me, inspiring a boy to 
read has been a real challenge. I have 
three boys to be exact, and one girl. 
All of them are different at reading. 
They differ in what they read and how 
much they like to read. They all some-
times struggle to find a reason to even 
pick up a book nowadays, especially 
the boys. 
       So needless to say, I couldn’t care 
less about the rivalry between WVU 

and Marshall. The inspiration these 
schools can provide is much stronger. 
       I am speaking, of course, about 
Read Aloud West Virginia’s collabora-
tive effort to film West Virginia celeb-
rities reading Green Eggs and Ham for 
its  Seuss-a-Palooza event. Within sec-
onds of seeing this video (available at 
readaloudwestvirginia.org), my son 
Wyatt was taken by surprise by the 
coaches reading to him. 
       “Hey,” he said. “Was that Coach 
Stewart?” 
        He then proceeded to let out a 
chuckle, followed by a laugh, followed 
by Coach Huggins, and we were 
hooked. This is where our inspiration 
began. 
       We brought out the books! We 
found the one they were reading and 
followed that with other books to read 
after those were finished. 
       We cannot place a value on those 
who inspire our children to become 
something more than they are.       
These mentors are demonstrating that 

we sometimes compete to win, but 
we can all be something more than 
just the winner. We can share a com-
mon, valuable ground, reading. 
       As a parent of three boys, I know 
firsthand who they are looking up to, 
dreaming to play for and to be in-
spired by. This is one reason why I 
serve on the Read Aloud West Virginia 
board in Monongalia County, to 
maybe, just maybe, redefine the word 
inspiration for my Wyatt. 
       Wyatt and I have watched the 
Seuss-a-Palooza video several times, 
and we always get inspired! 
      Therefore, my personal rivalry 
challenge to anyone wanting one is to 
answer this simple question: “What 
are you inspiring your child to read, 
West Virginia?” 
              

                          Morgan is chairwoman  
of the Monongalia County chapter  

of Read Aloud West Virginia. 

     Seuss-a-Palooza inspires        readers, raises funds, makes friends 

Folks attending Seuss-a-Palooza were invited to vote for their favorite 
celebrity reader by dropping a dollar into fishbowls labeled with each 
ƻƴŜΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ ²Ƙƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛǘ ōŜΚ /ƻŀŎƘ IǳƎƎƛƴǎ ǿŀǎ ŦǳƴƴȅΣ {ŀƳ 
Trammell was expressive and sincere, First Lady Manchin was ani-
mated captivating. All were terrific. The winner? Beth Vorhees with 
her mellifluous voice and polished delivery.  
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Read Aloud West Virginia will launch its annual fund campaign in November.    
Its goal: $20,000. You might be wondering 

Why does Read Aloud need to raise money? 
     It's a good question that comes up 
naturally as Read Aloud embarks on a 
new Annual Fund campaign. 
     In part, we use donations to buy 
books to distribute to West Virginia 
students. In some counties book distri-
bution efforts target elementary 
schools with a high proportion of low-
income students. Others reach enter-
ing kindergarten students or new par-
ents. Still others make books available 
for special units in schools, such as our 
Life Stories unit designed to motivate 
middle school students to want to 
read. 
      Funding is also used to develop 
and print materials to train readers; to 
provide parents with timely informa-
tion encouraging them in their role as 
“teachers for life” in their own fami-
lies; to maintain a website connecting 
volunteers; and to provide informa-
tion on reading research, trends in 
education, book reviews and author 
information. 
     Finally, funding enables Read Aloud 
to maintain a small staff to support 
volunteers throughout the state. That 
support comes in the form of organiz-
ing Read Aloud chapters, providing 
training and materials, developing 
programs to meet the needs of indi- 
vidual counties and assisting with the 
coordination of volunteer placements. 

     For several years Read Aloud at-
tempted to operate without a paid 
staff. The result was that Read Aloud 
declined from a presence in 53 coun-
ties to one with chapters in four coun-
ties, none of which were communicat-
ing with one another. That experience 
taught those involved with Read Aloud 
that staff is necessary to coordinate 
the efforts of volunteers at the local 
level, to resolve problems as they 
arise, to ensure quality and to expand 
the program. Staff provides consis-
tency and institutional memory as vol-
unteers move in and out of the pro-
gram.  
     Today’s volunteer wants to be in-
volved with the mission of the pro-
gram—reading, sharing information 
with new parents and distributing 
books, not overseeing the develop-
ment of materials and procedures. 
     Funding provided by the Claude 
Worthington Benedum Foundation in 
2008 enabled Read Aloud to hire an 
executive director and send her 
around the state building Read Aloud 
chapters and a statewide network. 
Two years later, local chapters exist in 
18 counties. Those counties are in-
creasingly connected and offering a 
consistent, high quality program to 
their communities. Many others are 
emerging.  

     Funding will pay for the continued 
growth and prosperity of our organiza-
tion and our mission. 

 Appalachian Power and American 
Electric Power employees and volun-
teers, more than 170 in all, read aloud 
in 275 schools Nov. 18 during the 10th 

annual Read to 
Me Day. They 
read Charles-
ton-based au-
thor Sarah Sul-
ƭƛǾŀƴΩǎ latest 
picture book 
Once Upon a 

Baby Brother during the Appalachian 
Power-sponsored event, said Cindy 
Miller, event coordinator and Read 
Aloud board member. 
  "We are so fortunate to have 
Sarah Sullivan's newest book to read 
to West Virginia students this year. 
More importantly, we feel very lucky 
to have Sarah living close by and so 
willing to be involved with our event. 
She's even given our readers some tips 
on how to make the most of the read-
aloud experience and ways to involve 
the students in reading," she said. 
 

Appalachian Power folks 
read in 275 schools  

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT NO. 2879 

CHAS.,WV 25301 

P.O. Box 1784 
Charleston, WV  25326-1784 

Telephone (304) 345-5212         
ReadAloudWestVirginia.org 


